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b 85 H A T the reader. may have ae 


W idea of . what gave riſe to the fol- 
Fol lowing ſheets, let it be obſerved, 
"he the worthy. Author, who choſe to fix 
himſelf amongſt, the Diſſenters, upon the 
moſt honourable principle, thought it his 
duty publickly to. diſayow the late extraor- 
dinary proceedings. of ſome Miniſters in 
LANCASHIRE. OR” 

What thoſe proceedings are, may be 
e from the following Letter, which ac- 
companied a ſet of ioftruQions: to. ſeveral 
Miniſters who were gſglicited to alliſt in 
drawing up a Liturgy.” 


. Reverend Geitlewen⸗ Adee e, 


IT & A Society of Proteſtants at LivERPOoL, 
ce ho do not entirely approve of the preſent 
method of conducting the publick devo- 
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tions in diſſenting Congregations, and who 
cannot comply with the terms of Confor - 
10 mity to the eſtabliſhed Church, are de- 
« firous to introduce a rational Liturgy into 
* their form of worſhip. And as they would 
„ wiſh” it as perfect as poſſible, they make 
* free to ſolicit the affiſtance of ſome of 
e their learned friends, in the compilation 
«of it, who may approve of the defign ; 
« eſpecially you, Gentlemen, to whom this 
Letter is addreſſed. They are very ſenfible 
« of the difficulty of the taſk, and of the 
" large portion of time and attention that it . 
r muſt neceſſarily take up; but they are in- 
** clined to hope, the great importance of 
* the work, and the agreable proſpect that 
may be opened by t the propoſed reforma- 
** tion, will induce You to fayour their ex- 
10 pectations, and to Join your abilſties in 
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te this publick ſeryice,” 1 


> * LrvgxPooL, * r eee 
N OZ. 16, 1760, . en ; 19.3 TR 
Theſe ſheets were finiſhed but a fe, days 
before Dr. Taylor's deceaſe“, and had he 
Wed to Nie publiſhed them himſelf, they 
het Rs 3 would, 


ke died March the geb, in the 67th ear oc his age 


16 1 

would, no doubt, have 8 to greater 
ad vantage. 
The reader is defired ever to remember, 
that the Author is defending free Prayer, 
only. ſo far as it is rational; not any extra- 
vagant effuſions, which bring a Tn 
upon religious worſhip. 

No one could enter into this argument 
with a better grace than he, who has given 
ſuch ample proof, that he never contended. 
for any thing but the TRUTH, nor with any 
other view but to advance true RELIGION, | 
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FB EG you would be aſſured, that 1 have 
no def ei gu, in any part of the following Ad- 
dreſs, to cenſure the Church of England; my 
fole intention being to ſhew the. Diſſenters, 
what may be ſaid in vindication of thetr mode 
. of worſhip. My thoughts and views are whol- 
ly confined to ourſelves, to the Difſenters. And 
as our Superiors have favoured us with a tole- 
ration of our worſhip, for which we are thank- 
Jul, we hope we may, without . grv1 ng offence, 
Freely diſcuſs among ourſelves any. Point relat- 
ing to that worſhip ; ; rohile- ape ove in peace 
and charity with; all dur proteſtant brethren ' 
of the Eflabliſhment, and are willi ng to make 
all candid allowances ſor theſe forms which 
are in uſe among them. Liberty to chooſe our 
own way of worſhip, implies a liberty to deli- 
berate which way is befl, © | 
Joun TAyLioR. 


 WarRiInGToON, 


February 25, 1761. 


T's 
SCRIPTU RE ACCOUNT 
PRAYER 


MY DEAR COUNTRYMEN, 


1 T is the peculiar honor and high 
diſtinction of the human nature, 
N that we ate the only creatures in 
the earth capable of converſe with the moſt 
high God; which, as he is the moſt con- 
ſummate perfection, muſt be the nobleſt uſe 
of our rational powers; and, as he is the 
only fource of all happineſs, muſt be of in- 
finite importance to our well-being, We 
have not one faculty of body or mind, nor 
any one injoyment of life, abſolutely in our 
own hands; all our ſprings are in God, 


t 8 ] 
and upon him we continually depend for 
life, and breath, and all things. This natu- 
rally. directs our deſires and expectations, 5 
under all preſent infirmities, deficiencies and 
difficulties, to the goodneſs and tender mer- - 
cies of our almighty Father. 
Prayer is a duty of natural religion ; but 

itt is moſt clearly explained, ſtrongly incul- 
cated, and highly recommended in the holy 
Scriptures, by the moſt illuſtrious examples. 

In all the ſacred hiſtory we do not find one 
eminent character of wiſdom and goodneſs, 
which is not diſtinguiſhed by a ſpirit of 
Prayer. Converſe with God by ſupplicati- 

on and thankſgiving - ſhines moſt conſpicu- 
ous in. the characters of the moſt excellent 
perſons. . And. the ſucceſs of their Prayers, 
the rich and various. bleſſings with which 
they. were honored, are recorded on purpoſe 

to recommend this duty to our eſteem, and 
| thoſe examples to our imitation. (a) They 
fought the Lord, and he heard them, and deli- 
vered them from all their fears. They looked 
unto him and were lightened; and their faces 
avere not aſhamed. For the eyes of the Lord 

are over the righteous, and bis ears are open 

6 dein Prayers. (6). He will fulfil the deſire of 

them 


7 iv 4, 5, 15. (6) Pſal. exlv. 19. 
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his that fear bim. And in the New Teſta- 
ment this duty is more forcibly inculcated, 
in proportion to the much brighter diſ- 
plays of divine grace. There the Son of 
God, and captain of our ſalvation, not only 
commands the duty, but gives himſelf the 
moſt eminent example of it. And at once 
to demonſtrate his unſpeakable love, and to 
encourage our addreſſes to God, he has (c) by 
his on blood, or moſt perfect righteouſneſs, 
conſecrated, or opened, a new and living 
way, to the throne of God in the holieft; whi- 
ther be himſelf as our high prieſt, or agent in 
things pertaining to God, is entered, to ap- 
| pear in the preſence of God for us, as our 
advocate and intercefſor with him. And 
it is on this account, he has directed us to 
aſk in his name, Jobn xvi. 23. yerih, Ve= 
rl, T ſay unto you, whatſoever ye Hall aff 
the Father in my name, he will give it you. 
What greater encouragement can poſlibly 
be given? All the immenſe treaſures of the 
divine goodneſs are opened and offered to 
our choice, and what we chooſe we are al- 
lowed to aſk, and what we aſk in the name 
of Chrift, as the ſincere imitators of his obe- 
dience and SER and in a full perſuaſi- 


on 


'< Heb. R. 19, 20, in, 44 
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on of the love of Gad in him, we . 
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red we ſhall receive. We ſhould therefore, 
(4) come baldly to the thrune of grace, in aſſu- 
rance. of oþtaining mercy, and t find grace 
to belp in the time of. need, This is the juſt 
ground and reaſon · of the frequent, Warm, 
and preſſing ex hortations to the duty of Pray - 

er which occur in the epiſtles. (e) Pray- 
ing aluays with all Prayer and ſapplicatian 
in the ſpirit, and watching. tbereumig with 
all perſeverance and ſupplication for all ſaints. 
(f) -Beranxiouſly. careful, for nothing hut in 
every thing. by Prayer and ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving, let your, requeſts be known unto 
God. Labor fervently, in Prayer, tbat ye may 


and perfect and, complete. in all the will 4 


God, Pray without gegſing. T. be end of all 


things is at hand; be ye. therefore ſober, aud 


watch unto Prayer... Theſe, and many other 
texts, Proves that. the duty, and ſpirit of | 
Prayer is eſſential to the chriſtian ptofeſſion 
and character, and plainly ſuppoſe that eve · 
ry chriſtian ought to be endowed with a 
gift or ability to diſcharge the duty, 
But, my Friends, it is become a matter 
of ſome debate amongſt you, in what me- 


thod 
(d) Heb. iv, 16. IN 6 Epheſ. vi. 18. h 
Cf) Phil. iv. 6. Col. iv. 1 Theſſ. v. 17. 1 Pet. iv. 7. 
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thod Prayer, eſpecially publick Prayer, is 
moſt properly performed; whether by read- 
ing Prayers already compoſed, confining our 
thoughts to the ſenſe. of what we read z or 
by free and extempore Prayer, dictated by 
the ſenſe, ſtate and diſpoſition of our own 
minds, and ee to my . 
or event of life. 

In order to form a e upon this 
point, it ſhould be previouſly-obſerved. 

I. That Prayer doth not properly confiſtin 
language, how curious. and elegant. ſoever, 
but in the real ſenſe; and ſincere defires of 
the mind, It is the heart, not the tongue 
that prays. It is the true and ſincere devotion 
of the heart only, that can make our Prayers 
acceptable to God. For it is this diſpofi- 
tion of ſpirit alone, that can be agreable 
to him, who is the moſt pure and perfect 
Spirit. Without which, how elegant and 
moving ſoever the language of Prayer, may 
be, it is all lifeleſs, and of no validity in 
the ſight of God; and with which; plain, 
ſimple, and even illiterate ſpeech. will 
meet with the moſt gracious reception. 
That manner of Prayer therefore, which 
is beſt adapted to ingage the pious attenti- 
on and Govouon of the mind, muſt, on all 


hands, 


d 
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hands, be allowed to be the moſt eligible 


way of performing this duty. 


II. That by free or extempore Prayer is not to 
be underſtood any crude unpremeditated eſ- 
fuſion; in an entire dependance upon ſome 
ſuppoſed ſudden extraordinary motion or ſug- 
geſtion of the Spirit of God. We are not in- 
couraged, at leaſt, in our age of the Church, 
to expect the aſſiſtance of the Spirit, but in 
conjunction with our own ſincere endea- 
vors: and free or extempore Prayer, in -the 


| juſt and rational ſenſe of it, ſuppoſes a due 


degree of previous care to furniſh the mind 
with proper materials and language, digeſted 


into good order and connection, that a per- 


ſon may be enabled regularly to adapt his 
thoughts and expreſſions, not only to gene- 


ral topics, or ſuch things as are common to 


all caſes and chriſtians, but alſo to ſpecial 
providences, and the particular circumſtan- 
ces of thoſe, who join with us in this act 


of divine worſhip. This I call the git of 
Prayer, which is but an imperfect attain- 
ment, if it is not attended with the ſpirit - 
of Prayer; meaning thereby a praying frame 
of heart, or that pious temper whereby a 


perſon i 1s inclined and diſpoſed to lift up his 
| foul 


n 
ſoul to God, and to hold communion with 
him; not excluding ſuch aids of the holy 


Spirit as are promiſed to the faithful n | 


N of all chriſtian duties. 
Theſe things being ſtated and ae 


it ſtands very elear in my thoughts, and ap- 
pears to be very reaſonably coneluded by 


the body of Diſſenters, that free Prayer, die- 


tated by the ſenſe, ſtate, and diſpoſition of a 
mind duely prepared for it, is the moſt eli- 


gible. Vou cannot, my Friends, be wholly 


ignorant of what has been urged, namely, 
that praying out of a book, hinders the free 


exerciſe of our own thoughts and deſires, 
which naturally ſhould dictate our praiſes 


and ſupplications; for the mind is the pro- 


per fountain of Prayer; and the affections, 
or pious ſenſe of our minds, moſt certainly 
ought not to be ſtinted or crampt in Prayer; 
but, as we have freedom of acceſs to the 
throne of grace, ſhould be allowed to ex- 
pand to their full dimenſions, and to expreſs 
themſelves freely. We ought to ſerve God 
with our beſt; and nothing leſs than this is 
* beſt where with we can ſerve God. 
Further; the uſe of a form prevents the 
jrproyernont and growth' of our mental a- 
Wn _ ew 


—w 


E 

bilities in our intercourſe with therſupreme 
Majeſty! of heaven and earth; which is the 
glory and higheſt excellence of : our nature, 
and where we ſhould be moſt ſolicitous, di- 
ligent.'and (induſtrious, to exerciſe, enlarge 
and diſplay them in the beſt manner we are 
able, He that only reads his Prayers, may 
never be able to do any thing more than 
rend; may never be able to uſe his own 
thoughts, in conceiving a regular addreſs to 
God his Maker, Father, and Ruler, Again, 
the conſtant repetition of the ſame words, 
(fappoſe; of the ſame Sermon) hath a ten · 
dency to make us leſs attentive to the ſenſe, 
and ſo has leſs force to awaken, ingage and 
impreſs. the mind. They are read and re- 
garded as things of a but the Prayer 
- Which proceeds from the abundance of the 
heart and affections, is not only, more live- 
ly in itſelf, but more affectiog to others 
who hear it, and moſt naturally ſuited to 
awaken their attention, and to penetrate and 
move their hearts; whereas reading a Pray- 
er is no certain ſign that a Prayer procteds 
from the in ward ſenſe, and conception of 
the reader's mind; and ſo, in that reſpect, 


wa 1 compatatively leſs effect * 
the 


1 

tie audience. Laſtly, perpetual confinement 
to a form may tender our converſe | with 
God very imperfect; for it is not poſſible, 
that any fortins of Prayer ſhould be compo- 
ſed that are perfectly ſuited to every ate 
of our minds, and to all our occaſions, in 
the things either of this life, or of that 
which is to come. Bot in ther uſe of free 
Prayer, the careſul performer can take i in 
and expatiate upon whatever relates to parti». 
cular cafes and ocurtences, ſo as to, ingage, 
affect, and piouſly diſpoſe the minds of thoſe 
that join with him., On all theſe accounts, 
I reckon, that the ſpirit and gift of Prayer, 
are.infinitely, preferable to all the fineſt com- 
poſitions, in the world; and ſurely every one 
maſt, be convinced in his. conſcience, that 
they ate a moſt excellent qualification in 2 
Miniſter, of the Goſpel. 

But the caſe. will hand. in a. Wir 


ligbt, if we take a new of the means, and 


inen 


both the gift 1 the ſpirit of Prayer 
are duely attained, and preſerved, in their 
Proper, ſtate and vigor for conſtant, habitu- 

al uſe, . The ground, and baſis of this ex- 
| f. endowment | is laid in a deep and. ſe- 


7 ious 
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rious ſenſe oſ God and religion fixed in the 
mind and conſcience. As Prayer conſiſts 
in the holy exerciſe of faith, love, truſt, 
and delight in God; as it takes in the whole 
compaſs of religion, and is connected with 
all our concerns both ſpiritual and temporal, 
this plainly makes it neceſſary, that every 
perſon ought for himſelf to furniſh. his 
mind with ſuch knowledge of God, and 
ſuch pious ſentiments and affections with 
tegard to him, as diſpoſe and determine the 
mind to truſt in him at all times, and to 
look and ſeek unto him for every bleſſing 
Every man ſhould believe that God is, and 
that he is the rewarder of all them, without 
exception, who diligently ſeek him. That 
he is the ſupreme Sovereign, the Lord and 
Governor of the whole univerſe; the au- 
thor of our being, and of all our injoy- 
ments; almighty in power, and can do all 
things for us; unerting in wiſdom, and can 
neither be ignorant of our circumſtances, 
nor paſs a wrong judgment upon them; of 
perfect moral rectitude, a God of truth; and 
without iniquity; always intimately preſent 
with us, wherever we are; the conſcious 
vnnels to all our thoughts and actions; 

and 
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and a being perfect in goodneſs, muſt as 4 
tender Father, be graciouſly inclined to 
make us happy in that way which his wif- 
dom ſees to be moſt expedient. 

Thus we ſhould be diſpoſed oontinually 
to/-reverence and adbre him; . to retain 4 ME 
moſt grateful ſenſe of his beneficence; to 
repoſe a ſtedfaſt truſt in his all-ſufficiency ; 
to act righteouſly, as always under his eye; 

and to ſubmit with patience and teſignation 

to his diſpoſals. Every man ſhould be ſen- 

_fible of his on ignorance, weakneſs, inſuf- 

ficieney and guilt, that he may convetſe 

with God in true humility, with lively and | 
ſtrong deſires, and with unfeigned penitence 

and contrition of heart. Every chtiſtian 

| ſhould have clear apprehenſions of the grace 

of God in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or of that 
moſt glorious, ſublime, and rational ſcheme, 
which he hath formed to redeem us from 

the guilt and power of all iniquity, to re- 
fine and exalt our nature to a very high de- 
gree of putity, honor and felieity in the 

heavenly and eternal world; of all the no- 
ble privileges, and advantages, the exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, and all the 
_ pertaining to life and godlineſs, which 
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his divine poes bak given us, as means 
and matives to animate our obedience, to 
raile our views and affeQions abpve the world, 
and the fleſh, to give us fortitude: in refift- 
ing temptation, and to make us ſtedſaſt and 
unmaveable, always abounding in the work 
6k the Lord. in all Gncere diſintereſted good= 
delt, bene ficence, virtue and piety; the va- 
nity agd: frailty of this life, the infinite im- 
portance of our preſent, being, the near ap- 
proaches of death. the coming of our Lord, 
the reſurrection, the awinl judgment, which 
will aſſign the righteous. 2 — 


and the wicked to eternal perdition. 


Theſe are the principles of celigiow, maſk 3 
juſt and important. which ought do he firm» 
ly eſtahliſhed in the mind af every dbriſtian, 
to gngble. him to diſcharge all the duties of 
his profeſtion. and particularly. ta qualify 
and diſpoſe him te make his addteſſes in 


worthy and acceptable manner ta the throne 


of grace. Theſe ate the ground end foun- - 
dation, of the gift and. fpirit of Prayer. 
And where this fonndaties is laid ine 


2 heart, ſuch. a heart will be flared with: ſuch 


an, abundance. of. pious ſemiments, as will 


ance 


I» f 

ance of the mbuth, for © vat of rhe uben- 
dance af the heart the mbath ſpeakerh, 
Andi ſor a ſupply of materials amd the pro- 
pereſt language, the Scriptures are abundant- 
ly Jufpeient. He who reads, and ſtedietti 
the word of God; as every christian, and 

eſpecially every Miniſter of the Goſpel, ought 

to do, with oonſtaney und ware, will be 
thoroughly farnifhed unto this, as well as 
unte all ther good works'; and bannt fall 


of attaining both a divine Heil and do- 


quence, and alſo a pious diſpoſition for 
pouring but 0 _—_ RISES wu . 
caſions. 

In order to e this gin, and 
- this ſpirit, in a due ſtate and temper fer the 
daily diſcharge of the duty, in the exereiſe 
of fret Prayer, it is neceſfary thi a perſofi 
ſlivatd keep a ſtrict guard upon bis ſpirit, 
his heart and aden, and order his coufft 
of life in ſuch a manner, as to avoid what- 
ever would diſſipate his thoughts, vr unfit 
him for ſacred converſe: with God. Carnal 
thoughts ſhould be expelled, ſenſual, earthly 
affections ſhould be mortified, or held in 


ſubjvction; vain, light, frothy converſation, 
and whatever is inconſiſtent with an even, 


B 2 com pol, 
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compoſed, ſerious frame of mind, is to be 
avoided. In the ptactice of the duty, the 
mind ſhould daily be exerciſed, not only at 
ſtated convenient hours, but at other ſeaſons, 
in pious ejaculations, or breathings after God, 
as buſineſs, or the intervals of it, will permit. 
Thus we ſhall have God in our thoughts, 
and acknowledge him in all our ways. Thus 
Chriſt will dwell in our hearts, and we 
ſhall be filled with the fulneſs of God. Thus 
our minds will be well prepared for the in- 
fluences of the holy Spirit, to give us life, 
warmth, and enlargement of thought, which 
will be attended er e of Rn in 

Prayers; 5) - 

Happy, beyond e is the man, 
who is thus qualified for communion with 
God. He worſhips him in ſpirit and truth, 
in the pure, ſpiritual, lively devotion of the 
ſoul, and ſtands in no need of other aſſiſt- 
ance, His heart is his Prayer-Book, vaſtly 
preferable to the moſt curious compoſitions; 
he hath attained to ſome perfection of beau- 
ty in this ſervice ; he feels the pleaſure and 
power of it in his own breaſt, and ſhews it 
before men in all its lovelineſs and attrac- 
tive force. 


For 
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From this repreſentation, which I am 
perſuaded you will acknowledge to be juſt, 
you may ſee, my Countrymen; in the nature 
of the thing, the great advantage of free 
Prayer. | 

For by laying in materials, and furniſh- 
ing our minds with proper ſentiments for 
Prayer, in ſtudying the holy Scriptures, we 
take the moſt effectual method to form and 
fix in our ſouls the beſt” principles and diſ- 
poſitions for a holy life. This is an advan- 
tage which cannot ariſe from the reading of 
Prayers, eſpecially thoſe that are compoſed 
by other hands. And in uſing our own 
compoſitions , the ſenſe is, in ſome mea- 
ſure, transfered from the mind, to a wri- 
ting, and the thoughts are not ſo much 
charged with our addreſſes to the throne of 
grace. And in the conſtant uſe of reading 
of the fame compoſition, there is danger 
that the heart and thoughts will be ſtill leſs 


and leſs imployed in the ſervice. 
e Is 


+ I would not be RIP abſolutely to preclude a Mi- - 
niſter's reading his own precompoſed Prayer, on ſome extra- 
ordinary occaſions, or under a diſconcerted ſtate of mind. 
Upon theſe occaſions I think they may be allowed to read 


ſuch written precompoſed Prayer, 
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In the uſe. of free Prayer, a petſon is abli- 
ged. to ſet a conſtant watch over his ſpicit 
and behaviour, to keep himſelf always in a 
ſober praying frame, as before obſerved. 
This is another advantage to the chriſtian 
life in general, which every wiſe, man, eſpe- 
cially. every Miniſter of the Goſpel, wauld 
chooſe to, injoy, as being no more than what 
our common proſeſſion of religion requices 

aß us, and yet of excellent ule; to enable us 
to. anſwer its obligations, by ſetling our 
minds in a devout ſerious temper. But thia 
is an advantage Which doth. not ſo maueh 
attend that method of Prayer, which requires 
nat. ſo ſtrict a guard, over a man's, felt, but 
maꝝ be performed under almoſt any, diſſipa- 
pation ab thought, or looſe difpoliypn of 
mind. * "RI 
Reading of — 3 5 canuok vive: a Mini- 
ſter any character of aſteem in a, Diſſenting 
Congregation, where. it is conſidened as, a. 
very low manner of performing the office; If 
a, Miniſter prays by heart or memory, which 
is the leaſt that is done among Diſſenters, 
he muſt at tha ſame-time ſhow: ſome: previ- 
ons care and application to quality himſelf 
ſot the duty, Slane. a + 
attention 
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Atenition in the diſchurge of it, and ſo may ap- 
pear to be deſerving of ſome reſpect; which 
muſt ariſe to a high degree of eſteem when 
the propriety of | expreſſion and ſentiment, 
together with the life and fervor of utterance, 
plaialy indicate that the addreſs proceeds 
from the immediate conceptions and ſenſe 
of a well prepared and truly pious and de- 
vout mind. Thus it is an admirable, excel- 
lent, and honorable-gift. And the Apoſtle 
exhorts us earneſtly to cover * *f ifs 
1 Cor. xli. 3. 

But, my Friends, the grand Wee of 
your religious profeſſion, is ſcripture evi- 
dence, and divine authority; a very juſt and 
inconteſtable principle. For every matter 
of Faith, Doctrine and Worſhip, you require 
divine authority, and ſearch the Scriptures to 
find it. You meet with precedents for read- 
ing teligious inſtructions, in religious Aſſem- 
blies. Ezra the Prieſt, read in the book of 
the Law before a general Congregation of the 
children of Iſrael. Neb. viii. i—9. The 
Lord ordered Jeremiah to write in the roll 
of a\book, all the words of warning and ad- 
monition to Iſrael and Judah, 1whith be had 
— unto bim; and Jeremiab ordered Ba- 

8 B 4 „ 


En 
ruch to read that roll in tbe ears of. the. pes 
ble in the Lord's houſe upon the faſting day; 
and ſo he did, Jer. xxxvi. 1—9. - Our 
Lord on the Sabbath Day ſtood up in the 
Synagogue, and read a portion out of the 
book of the Prophet Iſaiah, Luke iv. 16 — 
20. St. Paul's epiſtles, full of divine inſtruc- 
tions and exhortations, were read in chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies; and he gives a particular 
order and charge about the reading of 
them. Coloff. iv. 16. 1 Tbeſſ. v. 27. And if 
he who reads the Scriptures in public, me- 
ditates before - hand any remarks or enlarge- 
ments upon their ſenſe, and writes: them 
down and reads them for the ſpiritual im- 
provement of the Congregation, I apprehend 
he is juſtified in ſo doing, by ſcripture au- 
thority. But in all the ſacred writings, we 
find not one word about praying by precom- 
poſed forms. Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs, muſt» neceſſarily be precompoſed 
forms, becagſe they are in poetic meaſures, 
fitted for being ſung, and ſo they are uſed 
by Difſenters, for teaching and admoniſh- 

ing one another as they were by our Lord 
and his Apoſtles. So alfo we uſe the forms, 
in e F in the adminiſtration 


of 


4: 34 
| of Baptiſm, and the Lord's-Supper, and in 
diſmiſſing our Aſſemblies. Here we have a 
divine warrant. 
In the Prayer which our Lord caught his 
- diſciples, (Mat. vi. , &c. Luke xi. 1, &c.) 
he hath given us a ſummary of the petitions 
proper to be offered up unto God; or a pat- 
tern of matter, ſhewing in general what 
things we are to pray for, leaving particulars 
to the enlargement of our own thoughts, 
according to our particular occaſions and cir- 
cumſtances. 'This appears to be the ſenſe of 
moſt chriſtians. No chriſtians, I ſuppoſe, ever 
imagined the Lord's-Prayer was a full and 
complete form of Prayer or a Liturgy. For 1 
never heard of any chriſtians, in any age or 
part of the world, who thought the whole 
office of public Prayer was abſolved, by on- 
ly repeating the Lord's-Prayer, or who uſed 
the Lord's Prayer otherwiſe than only as a 
part either of free Prayer, or of a ſet form 
or Liturgy, Some indeed do not uſe it at 
all in public worſhip ; while others con- 
tend that it is delivered to us as a form, 
which chriſtian Churches ought to uſe as 
ſuch. But theſe latter, my Friends, have no 
controyerſy with you upon this point, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe you do uſe it in this manner : in . 
Aſſemblies. | 
With regard to the Lord! >-Prayer, ae 


have been pleaſed to urge, that our Lord's 


&« giving this form, was a precedent and 
« warrant to his Church to give the like 


« forms to her diſciples. or members; a 


« thing which from her infancy: ſhe uſed 
* to do.” So faith Mr, Joſeph Mede p. 2. 
of his works. Now if theſe affertions can 
be ſuppored by juſt evidence, certainly we 
ought chearfully to embrace ſuch Liturgies 
as public authority is pleaſed- to provide. 
For why ſhould we ſubject ourſelves to that 
labor and attention of mind, which are ne- 
eeſſary to attain and ſupport the gift and 


ſpirit of Prayer, as afore deſcribed, when we 


may be ſufficiently ſupplied with Prayers at 
a much eafier rate? But here the authority 

on which every part of our religion reſts;. is 
greatly deficient, We profeſs. ſubjectiqo to 


Chriſt alone, as our only Head, Governor 


and Teacher, in matters of Faith, Doctrine 
and Worthip and therefore as his diſciples, 
we admit of no rules or any but what * 
W ep * 2 


. 4 
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And aſter the mok diligent and i impar- 
tial ſearch, I am convinced, that no exi- 
dence can be produced, that our Lord je- 
ſus Cbriſt or his Apoſtles, ever did compile, 
preſcribe, uſe or join in any Liturgy, or 
precompoſed form of Prayer whatſoevyer, 
whether ſuppoſed to be jewiſh or chriſti- 
an. There is not only a total | filence of 
ſuch forms in the apaſtolic writings, but 
Prayer is there ſpoken of and recommend - 
ed in ſuch an extenſive latitude, taking in 
all particular caſes, circumſtances. and emer- 
gencies. whatſoever, as is not conſiſtent with 
the limitation which.. muſt neceſſarily at- 
tend precompoled forms. Had the Church 
of Corinth uſed a Liturgy, St. Paul would 
have had no, occaſion to. have reprehended 
thein magner of praying in an unknown 
tongue, (1 Cor. xiv. 13, &c. ) becauſe. ſuch. 
Liturgy would. doubtleſs have been compo- 
ſed in the language which all the Congre- 
gation underſtood. But he corrects the per- 
ſons that prayed, not any form by which 
they prayed; and therefore conſiders the 
Prayers, offered in the Congregation, as con- 
cieved in the minds of the perſons who-pray- 
ed, and not as read out of any preſcribed 


form, 
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form. And for remedying the diſorder for 


the future, he could not have done better 


than recommend to them the uſe of a Litur- 
gy, which yet he appears not to have had 
the leaſt notion of. | | 

It ſhould alſo. be conſidered, that if our 
Lord, or his Apoſtles had compiled a Litur- 
gy, it could never have been loſt; for being 
of divine authority, it would have been re- 
ceived and preſerved in all the Churches of 
Chriſt, in the ſame manner as the other ſa- 
cred writings. As ſure therefore as no ſuch 
Liturgy is now extant, * ſo ſure we are that 
no ſuch Liturgy ever exiſted. And as our 
Lord and his inſpired Apoſtles were, beyond 
all diſpute, the beſt qualified for ſuch a work, 
and could not be ignorant of any advantages 
that would attend it, in preference to free 
Prayer, (as before deſcribed) had it been in 


reality more acceptable to God, and more 


proper and effectual to promote the power 
and 


There have been ſome Liturgies as well as ſome Gbſ- 
pels, publiſned under the names of Apoſtles, but they are 
known to be groſs forgeries, the work of later times, impi- 
ouſly deſigned to recommend the moſt corrupt doctrines 


and practices under the cover of apoſtolical authority. 
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and life of religion in chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
doubtleſs they would have provided and re- 
commended a Liturgy. But whereas they 
have not done this it ſeems to me a demon- 
tration that they had no ſuch conceptions 
of it. St. Paul (Acts xx. 20.) kept back no- 
thing that was profitable to the Church of 
Epheſus; nor would he have kept back a 
form of devotion if that alſo had been pro- 
fitable to them. 

It is urged, © that chritians 3 in the apoſ- 
<« tolic age, being endowed with the extra- 
© ordinary gifts of the Spirit, did not want 
<« the aſſiſtance of a Prayer-Book.” Our 
Lord and his Apoſtles when they ſpeak of 
this duty, do always moſt plainly repreſent 
the gift and ſpirit of Prayer as eſſential to 
the chriſtian profeſſion and character in ge- 
neral; and evidently ſuppoſe that every 
chriſtian was, or ſhould have been, endow- 
ed with both of them. They are never in 
the New Teſtament mentioned as an extra- 
ordinary-gift of the Spirit, but as a common 

ability belonging to all the members of the 
Church, to one as well as to another. Pray- 
5 ing in an unknown tongue was a miraculous 


gift 


_- _ 


— 4 eta; + 
_ - - 7 — — 


- 2 — 
— — — 


* man 

— : 
= 

Fat. THESE 


© 4 
— — 
e 


T 
* — * 
— - 
A — «4% « #7 — 16 . * — 
eh . a 
I * — 


— — — 
7 ” 


U 
l 
} p 
"1 . 
9 
. 
1 
[ 
14 3 
1 : 
U „ 
0 
- bh 
1 
428 8 
U 
i = 
YU N 
| 0 
1 
„ 
IM 
= 
1 l 
4 + WM - 
l * 
f s 
_ 
N 

1 
N F 
k 4% 4 
= 
.. 
U = s 
[ a 

„ 

Ti] 

1 

» 

* 

= 
1 '2 : 

1 

14 
42 

y 

LS 

» 
1 
1 
a 4 
'V 1 
p af 

= 
7. 

3 * 
. 
K , 
| " 
[ Ys + 
TY 
U 

- 18 
n 

- * 

. 

x * 4s : 

PP ut 
A 4 N 
» Hy 
* 4.13 
: - 
* b , 
op 
+ 
* vv 
7 
„ ts 
©; +” 
* h 4 

400 
1 in, 
Lu 'F 

8 1 5 
3 1 
3 : 
My 1 
; 
d WH 

- 
"1 

. 

* 
ot. 
* , 

* \ 
+ 
\ 
FO. 
„ 
; i 
18 » 
* 
( j 
o 1. 


8 — 22 > wa, — - 


— — 


„ 22 ——2 een oe 


—— 


never ſeen or heard of before, edterdimg all 


\F + 
gift of the Spirit, (1 Cor *iv. 14.) but pr 
mg, ſimply conſidered; in the way of free 
Prayer wes not ſo. Indeed how could fret 
Prayer de eſteemed an extraordinary ra- 


culous gift, when t had exiſted and been 
exerciſed in the Church of God from the be- 


gage tie world to that very time T 
The miraculous powers of the holy Spicit 
took place in ſuch caſes as were new, and 


human abilities, in order to convince unbe- 
lievers that the Goſpel was not of man, but 
of God; but the gift of Prayer was no new 
thing, and any unbekever, upon the ſlighteſt 


inquiry ot reflection, would ſobn diſedver 


it was but 4 common talent, Which wen of 
ordinary capacities and pious hearts might 
cafily be poſſeſſed of, and which had long 
deen exettifed from the eatlieſt times. It 
could not therefore give any diſtinction or 
commendation to the Golpel when firſt 
nn z and ee n miraculous 

C exktaordi- 
=_— The holy e prayed to Goil 3 Gs for above wo 
thoufind years from the begining of the world they could 
not pray by a Writing or Book, becauſe Writing is not men- 
tioned, as ſome learned men ſuppoſe, till the world had ſtood 


251353 years, Exod. xvii. 14. And if it was invented before 
that time, it could not be long before. | 


_ OP) 

extraordinary gift of the holy Ghoſt, but the 
ordinary exerciſe of the powers of a, pious 
mind, of which therefore we are as capa» 
ble now, as they were at that time. For 
have we not the ſame glorious diſplays of 
the grace of God to enliven and animate 
our fauls, and the fame divine inſtructions 
to repleniſh, our minds with all ſpiritual 
knowledge and wiſdom, were we but dili- 
gent in ſtudying and improving them? 

© But they were directed to pray in the 
I" Spirit, Epbeſ. vi. 18. Jude ver. 20. and 


« the Spirit belpeth their inficmities in 


t Prayer, Rom. viii. 26. And ſo they are 
directed to.warſhip God in the Spirit, Phil. 
ui. 3. and to mortify the deeds of the body 
through the Spirit, Rom. viii. 13. and the 
{pirit is ſaid to produce in them love, joy, 
peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, meekneſs, temperance, Gal. v. 22. 
But in theſe latter inſtances, the ſpirit ſtands 
in relation to the common duties of all chriſ- 
tians, in the preſent, as well as in the apoſ- 
tolic age, and therefore can relate only to 
the common influences of the Spirit, which 
we, as vrell as they, have reaſon to expect. 
The fame may be concluded with reference 

2. : to 


. 6.84 
to praying in the Spirit. Prayer is the com- 
mon duty of all chriſtians, in all ages, and 
all chriſtians now a- days, are obliged to 
pray in tbe Spirit, as much as to mortify 
the deeds of the fleſh through the Spirit; 
and therefore all are bound to pray for 
the aſſiſtances of the Spirit, and to diſpoſe 
their hearts to receive them; which if they 
do, they will *certainly, in air days, receive 
thoſe aſſiſtances, to enable them to diſ- 
charge this, as well as other / incumbent 
duties, in an acceptable manner. The 
Apoſtle (Epbeſ. i. 16. 17.) prayed, that 
God would give unto the Ephefians tbe 
ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the know- 
ledge of Chriſt. And ought not we, every 
one of us, to pray ſo for ourſelves? Are 
not we obliged to know Chriſt as wen as 
the Epbeſians ? 

By the way, I cannot but think that the 
chriſtian religion hath ſuffered very much 
in theſe later times, from an opinion, that 
chriſtians in the apoſtolic age, the age of 
miracles, were favored with extraordinary 

helps for a holy life, far beyond what we 
now injoy; and that we therefore are not 
obliged to the ſame degree of holineſs, or 
© the 


1 33 1 


che ſame attainments in the ſpiritual life: 
as if, after the deceaſe of the Apoſtles, the 
chriſtian © religion had been altered into a 
quite different thing; and becauſe we can- 
not now work miracles, therefore we can- 
not live a ſober, righteous, and godly life, 
in the ſeveral offices of religion, as chriſ- 
tians then did. And it muſt be allowed, 
that if all the influences of the Spirit were 
abſolutely confined to the apoſtolic age, 
then all the duties required to be performed 
through the Spirit, that is to ſay, all the 
duties belonging to the chriſtian profeſſion, 
muſt be confined to the apoſtolic age. But 
this is a great and dangerous miſtake, which 
quite enervates the force of the Apoſtles 
example and exhortations. For though we 
have not,' what we have no occaſion for, 
the miraculous powers of the holy Ghoſt, 
yet we have. the ſame Goſpel diſplayed to 
us, as clearly in all its divine principles, 
and precepts, as it was to them; and are 
aſſured of the ſame divine aſſiſtance in our 
conflicts, and in the ſincere diſcharge of 
our duty, which they were favored with; 

and, therefore, we muſt be obliged to 7 
at the ms perfection, in every part of a 
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ſober, righteous, and godly. life; and parti- 
cularly in that moſt eminent and funda- 
mental part of it, the duty of Prayer. 

If any ſhould endeavour to prove that 
Liturg ies dyere uſed in the ages immediately 
ſuc — the apoſtolic, I muſt, declare, that 
I A cloſely and impartially attended to the 


diſcuſſion of this, point, and am ſo far from 


finding any footſteps of the uſe of precom - 
poſed forms of Prayer, in the firſt . three 
hundred years, next enſuing the , apoſtolic 
age, that, on the contrary, there are ſuch 
deſcriptions given of che practice of chriſ. 
tian Churches in their worſhip, as are in- 
conſiſtent with, and excluſiye of ſuch 
forms. They prayed. after the manner 
they had, received from the Apoſtles and 
our Lord, according to the beſt of their 
abilities +, without any external affiſtance ; 
becauſe they prayed from, the inward ſenſe 
ang W of their hearts bY with their 


IF 


* 8 
1 - 1 


ww a. 


1 Ooh dupellc, the Biſhop prayed with 2 bet of bis 437 


kites Invention, judgement, expreflion, dc. Jef. Martyri 
Apolag, 2, He that prays muſt bleſs God! ara du . 


| cording to bis power. Origen, De Oratione. 5. 22. 


1 * We chriſtians pray looking up to heaven, with our 
* hands fpread abroad, becadſe we are innocent; having 


gur 


eyes ether ſhut, 5 12 oline up to 
God theit Father in heaven 3 aſter the ex · 
ample of our Lord, Job. xvii. 1. This, for 
the reaſons already given, is, in my appre- 
henſion, the moſt eligible way of praying 

And in this way they continued to pray, 
in the pureſt ages of the Church, when 
chtiſtian doctrine and worſhip wete leaſt 
corrupted,” and whilſt the brighteſt lumi- 
naries, the moſt eminent Fathers, conti- 
nued to ſhine in the chriſtian” world F. 

; * 1 8 After 


te our heads tincovered, becauſe we ate not 2 ; 104 
te without a monitor, becauſe we pray from the heart.“ Sine 
monitore, quia de pectore, oramus. Tertul. Apolog. Cap. 30. 

* A true chriſtian prays, mie rug Tis a opt: 
Y £yeipas T's THhs Luyng—clofing the eyes of his ſenſes, but erecting 
thiſe of his mind. Onigeti; contre Tout. lib. 7. And —_ in 
his book De Oras. F. 9. 

+ A particular examination of e upon this atzen 
would fwell this Piece too much; but there is a Treatiſe in 
Manuſeript, done by the Reverend and Learned Mr. Breke?! bf 
Liverpool, in which all that has been advanced by the ableft 
hands, from the writings of the Fathers of the firſt three or four 
Centuries, in favour of Liturgies, is particularly confidered; 
and clearly confuted ; which is well deſerving of regard, na 
will be publiſhed, if properly encouraget. 

Lord King hath alſo conſidered this ſubject, though not ſo 
fully, in his yp 5 into the Conſtitution, &e. of the primitive 
Church, where he. faith, (Part II. p. 34.) © Now. as. to theſe 
i preſctibed forms, there is not the leaſt mention of them, 

06 Hh | 
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Atſter thoſe great lights were extinct, 
and corruptions of all ſorts begun to crowd 
into the Church, ſome, if not many Mi- 
niſters, were ſo ignorant and unqualified, 
that they were not only not capable of 
praying from the ſenſe and furniture of 
their. own minds, but were not able to 
bammer out a Prayer for themſelves, and 
borrowed Prayers from others, ſuch as they 
happened to meet with good or bad. It was 
in this degenerate ſtate: of things, about four 
hundred years from the birth of Chriſt, that 
Miniſters firſt begun to write, and, pro- 
bably, to read their. Prayers, in' the public 
offices of religion, as we have not the leaſt 
intimation of it in the writings of the an- 
tients before this time. 

No leſs a perſon than the famous St. 
Auguſtin, who flouriſhed in the begining 
of the fifth Century, is the man who gives 
us this account of the low ſtate into which 
ſome of the Clergy of his time were ſunk; 


« in any of the primitive writings, nor the leaſt word or 
« ſyllable tending thereunto, that I can find; which is a moſt 
< unaccountable filence, if ever ſuch there were, but rather 
% ſome enen — = . romeo 


i 


CH ) 
his words are theſe — 7 $i non ſon#fifcatur 
aqua [baptiſmatis ſcil.] cum aliqua erroris 
verba per imperitiam precator effundit, multi 
non ſolum mali ſed etiam boni fratres, in ipſa 
ecclefia non ſanctiſicant aquam. Multorum 
enim preces emendantur quotidie fo i deftioribus 
Fuerint recitatæ, et multa in eis repertuntur 
contra catholicam fidem. — Multi qui pe ir- 
ruunt in preces, non ſolum ab imperitts loqua- 
cibus, ſed etiam ab hereticis compoſitas ; et 
per ignorantiæ Jimplicttatem, non eas valentes 
diſcernere, utuntur eis, arbitrantes quod bone 
nt. © If the water [of Baptiſm] is not 
* ſanctified, when he, [the Prieſt or Mi- 
te niſter] who prays over it, through want of 
<< judgement utters ſome erroneous expreſ- 
te ſions, many, not only evil-minded, but 
« alſo honeſt brethren in the very Church; 
e do not ſanctify the baptiſmal water. For 
e the Prayers of many are corrected daily, 
« when" they are recited before thoſe that 
e are more learned, and many things are 
found in them contrary to the catholic 
« faith, — Becauſe many eagerly ſeize upon 
e the firſt Prayers they happen to meet 
3 « with, 


4 De Baptiſmo contra — Lib. 6. Cap. 25. Tom. vil. 
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* with, though they are compoſed, not only 
& by injudicious praters, but even by he- 
* retics ; and, through an ignorant fimpli- 
** city, not being able to diſcern what they 
e are, make uſe of them, aeraeps them 

* to be found and good Prayers.“ q 
Here St. Auguſtin, when he faith. <* the 
1 Prayers of many were corrected daily, 
* when recited before thoſe that were 
% more learned, _ ſeems. to refer to the 
23d Canon of the third Council of Car- 
thage *, which probably was held not long 
before he wrote the above quotation. In 
that Canon it is decreed, Ur nemo precibus, 
I vel Patrem pro, Filio, vel Filium pro Pairs} 
nominet, et cum ad altare afſifiitur, ſemper 
© ad; Patrem dirigetur oratio. — Et quaſeun- 
gue, [quicunque]' ſchi preces aliguis [aliunde} 
; &eferibit, Aon eis utatur, niſi prius eas cum 
fuſtructioribus fratribus contulerit. t That 

5 no one, . en, ſhould name either 
2 | : © the 


* Or rather to the 2 2d Canon of the hah” of 


Hippo, which was held in 393, ( Dupin } and in which this 
Canon, relating to the public Prayers of Miniſtots, was ori- 
_ -  ginally decreed ; and from thence, with 38 other Canons, 
was tranſcribed into the Canons of the third Council of 


- Carthage, held in 397. (Dupin.) See David Clarkſon' - Dif- 
courſe concerning Liturgies. p. 46, 47, 
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* the Father inſtead of the Son, or the Son 
t inſtead of the Father. And when they 
«* officiate at the altar, the Prayer ſhall al- 
c ways be directed to the Father. — And 
„what Prayers ſoever any ſhall write out, 
from others] for himſelf, he ſhall not 
* make uſe of them, *till he has confered 
e about them, with his brethren of better 
learning and judgment.” _ | 

From theſe two authentic paſſages, com- 
pared together, the truth of which cannot 
be conteſted, we may conclude. 

1. That the firſt writers of Prayers, that 
we meet with in the hiſtory of the Church, 
were injudicious praters, or beretics, as 5 St. 
* deſcribes them. 

2. That the Miniſters, who firſt mall uſe 
of written Prayers, were not the more 
learned, judicious, and experienced,” 'but 
men ſo wretchedly ignorant and unfkilful, 
that they would take up with any Prayers, 
any ſorry ſtuff that came next to hand; and 
in their Prayers would put the Father in- 
ſtead of the Son, and the Son inftead of the 
Father. © 
3. That the Church muſt then, at leaſt 
bn ſome Congregations, be ſunk into a very 


Ry. poor 


F 
poor low condition, when (as plainly is 
ſuppoſed). ſuch Miniſters, ſo ſcandalouſſy 
ignorant, were ſtill. allowed to officiate, and 
to uſe their borrowed Prayers, in divine 
worſhip, provided thoſe Prayers were but 
corrected . by men of better judgment. 
Therefore, the uſe of ſet forms is not a 
Ggn of the moſt flouriſhing, but of a de- 
caying ſtate of religion, and of the inſuf- 
ficiency of Miniſters. For, 

4. Nothing but the inſufficiency of thoſe 
Miniſters was the reaſon why they were 
allowed to uſe written Prayers in the public 
worſhip of God. They were not capable 
of conceiving a Prayer in their own minds, 
or of praying from the ſenſe of their own 
hearts. From all this we may conclude, 
5. That the practice of the Miniſters 
of better learning, and judgment, was the 
reverſe of this, namely, that they were 
not confined to forms of Prayer; neither 
did they write down their Prayers, but 
prayed from the ſenſe and furniture of their 
own minds. For had they wrote down 
their Prayers, they would, ſurely have ſup- 
plied the ignorant brethren at once with 
| their own compoſitions, inſtead, of going 

| through - 


r 
through the daily drudgery of examining 
and correcting ſuch miferable ſtuff as thoſe 
ignorant brethren laid before them; or thoſe 
ignorant brethren would have had ſo much 
ſenſe as to have applied to the more judici- 
ous for their forms of Prayer, had they 
known that they had drawn up, and uſed 
ſuch forms themſelves. 

6. That in St. Auguftin 8 Gaye full four 
hundred years after Chriſt, there was no 
Liturgy in uſe, nor ſo much as thought of. 
For it is plain, that as thoſe ignorant bre- 
thren had before been at liberty, ſo the Fa- 
thers in the Council ſtill left them at liberty 
for the future, to uſe what Prayers they 
thought fit, under the forementioned reſtric- 
tions. Which clearly ſhows, that no Mi- 
niſters whatever, were then limited or direc- 
ted, in the public offices of religion, by any 
Liturgy or preſcribed form of Prayer, and 
conſequently that no ſuch form had then 
been admited into the Church. Certainly 
there was then a very proper occafion for 
the Council to have decreed the compiling 
of a Liturgy, at leaſt for the uſe of the 
pnorutit 88 had ſuch a thing been 

e thought 


„ 
thought of, or thought to have beet expe- 
dient; but the Council did not deeree-a Li- 
turgy, therefore they either did not think 
of it, or did not think it a proper expedient 
for remedying even the great inconvenien« 
ces —_ from Udo! OP of — | 
Miniſters.” 
It is true, in Pre of time as ſenſuality, 
pride, ambition, luxury; ſloth and ignorance, 
like a thick cloud, ſpread more and more 
over the minds and manners of Miniſters, 
an inability to pray became ſtill more gene- 
ral, till at laſt the ſcheme of a Liturgy was 
ſtarted, when indeed it was almoſt neceſſa- 
ry to preſerve the very form of public wor- 
ſhip. in the Church,. This ſcheme could 
not take place all at once; it muſt and did 
gain ground by degrees, as people were in- 
clined or compelled to comply with it; till 
at length, the Roman Miſſal or Maſs- Book, 
by the uſual methods of policy and power, 
was eſtabliſhed and impoſed, diffuſing the 
ſuperſtitions of the Church of Rome, and 
her uſurped authority oyer conſcience through 
the body of the weſtern empire; but not in 
the . extent, till five. or fix hundred 
ens years 


T4 1] 
years, from the time 10 which St. Aue 
flouriſhed. ＋ 16 2 N 
And now, my rely Gee om 
| what has been adyanced concerning the na · 
ture of Prayer, and the practice of the car- 
lick ages of chriſtianity, you may be ena- 
bled to form ſome judgment upon the new 
ſcheme. of reading Prayers in yout Aſſem- 
blies, and the uſe of a Liturgy which bas 
been for a long time meditated, and now is 
puting in execution by ſome of your Mini- 
ſters . And weighing every thing ſoberly 
and impartially, what do you think of the 
cafe ? —— The Apoſtles did not think they 
had any warrant to depart from the eram- 
ple of our Lord, nor did the primitive chrĩ- 
. for at leaſt, four hundred wee. ima- 


* 2143 + Sine 


+ 
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l do not here, nor in any following 5 of ch Addrifs, | 
take in any conſiderable number of the Lanca/ire Miniſters, - 
much leſs of the whole body; whoſe characters I know to be 
worthy of eſteem and honor. I mean only thoſe who. are 
© immediately concerned in this affair. And thoagh I cannot 


do juſtice to the Subje without arguing upon the caſe, and 


their conduct in it, yet I have no deſign to expoſe their Per- 


ſons, but ſincerely wiſh they may be concealed from the in 
Wen Reader. 
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gige they had any reaſon or warrant to de- 
part from the practice of the Apoſtles. 
Where then is the warrant. for this inno- 
vation ? 1 know of none that can be produ- 
ced, but the inſufficiency of Miniſters. You 
may plainly ſee, ' that the inſufficiency of 
Miniſters, was the firſt occaſion of reading 
Prayers in the Church. That indeed can- 
not be charged upon your innovators, nor 
are you or I diſpoſed to rank them with St. 
Auguſtin's injudicious praters, or his ignorant 
brethren. However, I will venture to ſay, 
« that if their reading of Prayers is not the 
< reſult of ignorance and inſufficiency, ig- 
_ « norance/and inſufficiency may, and, pro- 
<« bably, will be the reſult of their reading 
« Prayers.” For in this way, it is evident 
enough, they will indulge a relaxation of 
thought, and of that ſerious attention to 
the word of God, and to things ſpiritual 
and divine which is neceſſary to ſupport an 
ability to pray. Through negligence, and 
for want of due exerciſe, their heads will 
loſe the furniture, the materials and expreſ- 
ſions, which they may already have acqui- 
red, and their hearts will grow indifferent, 


cold, and languid. Thus their parts will 
ruſt, 
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ruſt, their gift and ſpirits will wither, and 
they will contract an habitual indiſpofition 
to communion with God, and reduce them- 
ſelves to a prayerleſs condition. The con- 
ſequence of which will be, a ſlothful aver- 
ſion to ſtudy, a ſinking in all miniſterial en- 
dowments, and a general unfitneſs for every 
part of their important work; and yet they 
will ſtill ſerve for reading of Prayers, and 
other men's Sermons, even when they are 
incapable of making any of their own. 

Hut the defign is to improve the Diſ- 
e ſenting mode of Worſhip.” The Diſſent- 
ing mode of Worſhip by free Prayer, is 
formed upon the example of our Lord 
and his Apoſtles, explained and confirmed 
by the practice of the pureſt ages of chriſti- 
anity. And whoever attempts to improve 
it upon juſt principles, muſt fix it upon the 
very ſame foundation on which it now ſtands, 
and direct it by the very ſame rule, and ſo 
muſt leave it juſt as it is. He may indeed 
by his inſtructions or admonitions improve 
the abilities of thoſe who perform the Wor- 
| ſhip of God after this mode or method; but 
the mode itſelf no human wiſdom can 
Ae, becauſe it is formed upon the moſt 


perfect 
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perfect plan of the example of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, which cannot poſſibly be im- 
proyed or rendered more perfect. Could 
our bleſſed Lord or his Apoſtles counta- 
nange by their example, or recommend in 
any ape, a method of praying which they 
knew; (and they muſt have known it had 
been ſo) was of ſuch an improper or itn- 
perfect kind, that it wanted n ſmall eor- 
reftiont? {1 1 6% 

The Principles at Wordle of Dieben 
ate not formed upon ſuch flight foundation, 
as the unlearned and thoughtleſs may ithi- 
gine. They were thoroughly oonſidered, 
and judieiouſly reduced to the ſtandard of 
Scripture, and the writings of Antiquity; by 
a great number of men of learning and in- 
tegrity; I mean the Bartholomew" Divines, 


ct the Miniſters ejected in the year 1662; 


men. prepared to loſe all; and to ſuffer mar- 
tyrdom itſelf ; and who actually reſigned 
their Livings, (which, with moſt of them, 
etre, under God, all that they and theit fa- 
milies had to ſubſiſt upon) rather than fin 
agseinſt God. and' deſert the cauſe of religi- 
ous and civil Liberty; which together with 
2 n would, I am perſuaded, 

0 have 


2 


— 


oy 
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have ſunk to a very low ebb in the Nation, 
had it not been for the bold and noble ſtand 
theſe worthies made againſt impoſition up- 
on conſcience, profaneneſs, and arbitrarx 
wer. 

They had the beſt Education, England 
could afford ; * moſt. of them were excel- 
lent Scholars, judicious Divines, pious, faith- 
ful, and laborious Miniſters ; of great zeal 
for God and Religion, undaunted and cou- 
ragious in their Maſter's work ; keeping cloſe 
to. their people in the worſt of times; dili- 
gent in their ſtudies; ſolid, affectionate, 
powerful, lively, awakening Preachers; aim- 
ing at the advancement of real vital religion 
in the hearts and lives of men, which it 
cannot be denied flouriſhed greatly wherever 
they could influence, Particularly, they 
were men of great devotion and eminent 
abilities in Prayer, uttered as God enabled 
them from the abundance of their hearts 
and affections; men of divine eloquence in 
pleading at the throne of Grace, raiſing and 
melting the affections of their pg and 
re * mn in transfuſing i in- 
| 20 | da 


8 See Dr. Calamy's n of Mr. Baxter's Life. 
Vol. and the Appendix, 
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to their ſbuls the ſame ſpirit and heavenly 
gift. And this was the ground of all their 
other qualifications; they were excellent men, 
| becauſe: excellent, inſtant, and fervent in 
Prayer. . 
Such were the Fathers, the firſt Formers 


of the Diſſenting Intereſt. And you, here in 
Lancaſhire, had a large ſhare of theſe burn- 
ing and ſhining lights. Thoſe who knew 
them not might deſpiſe them; but your Fore- 
Fathers, wiſer and leſs prejudiced, eſteem- 
ed them highly in love for their works ſake. 
You were once happy in your Newcombes, 
your Follies, your Heywoods; your Finches, 
your Angiers, your Harriſons, Pendleburys, 
Cromptons, Mathers, and many others, who 
leſt all to follow Chriſt ; but Providence 
| cared for them, and they had great comfort 
in their miniſterial ſervices. The preſence 
and bleſſing of God appeared in their Aſ- 
ſemblies, and attended their labors. How 
many were converted and built up in god- 
lineſs and ſobriety by their prayers, pains; 
doctrine, and converſation? How many days, 
on particular occalions, were ſet apart, and 
| ſpent in warm addreſſes to the throne of 
e 
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Grace,” and how inuch to the ba roo 'of 
thoſe who joined in them? TOOL, 
But nom, alas, we are — 3 
which have a manifeſt tendency to extin- 


guiſn the light which they kindled, to amp 


the fpirit-which' they enlivened, and to dif- 
ſipate and diſſolve the So which they 
raiſed and formed. 10 5 
Conceive in your mig ib ahi ſtate 
of religion among the Diſſenters will be; if 
reading Prayers be the common practiee of - 
all; your Miniſters; as "doubtleſs it will, if 
vou adopt the preſent! ſcheme, Indeed, to 
induce you to admit a Liturgy, you may be 
made to believe, you ſhall there with ſtill en- 
joy, in ſome parts of the ſervice, the benefit 
of free Prayer. But what 'ſecurity/can'yon 
have for that? Are not theſe or any other 
Gentlemen at liberty to vary, and make al. 
 terations: when, and as: they pleaſe? Vo 
may depend upon it, if reading Prayers be 
once admited, as indiſpoſition and incapa- 
city grow and ſptead. you will have nothing 
hut reading, either in your public Aſſem- 
blies, or on any other. occaſions. Voung Mi- 
niſters eſpecially, (if they are not trained up 
. Prayers at your Academies,) will 
D naturally 


A 
naturally incline to negle& the culture of 
this gift, when they can be:accepted in da 
eaſier way, without the application and pains 
neceſſary for the attainment of it. Thus 
the gift and ſpirit of Prayer will periſh:frem 
Amang' you. While the faith and hope of 
the, Goſpel are lively and vigorous, the thi- 
rit of Prayer will be fo too; hem this grow 
languid, theſe alſo ate hoguiſhing and wi 
thering away. And theugh yon and-your Mi- 
niſters may bo alive to politenoſs; artiufemenc, 
Mirth, gaiety and ſenſual pleaſures, your will 
he dead to the life, power, and peaſure uf 
Religion. Such a proſpect can be regarded, 
with indifference, only by thefe who are ul 
dy vety cold and indifferent; to thoſt 
who: have any degree of ſpiritual liſe and 
ſenſa, it muſt sppeac very ſhocking, And 
mus alſe your intereſt, of confiderable in. 
portademe o the cauſe of: Religion and liber 
&, will be ruiried.. It can be ſupporxed only 
by ehe ſame pa of devotion, by whieh' 
wes at firſt raifed; - People, will find 3 6 
ferehet bebween a Payer on paper, and 4 
Prayer in the heart; e your Mini. 
AE CA EE II if 
TOY 107 I nc no "way; 


G 


4: 1 1 
enen attending upoti theit kf. 


ity, or contributing ale lng. 

It may be tirged, * that a ſet form is "this 
a beſt . fo ſecure ptoptiety of ſenti⸗ 
t ment and langudge ; and td pte vent erude 
« conceptions, and ebarſe, low; utivieaning 
e expreſſions, by which "free Prayer may 
a be expoſed to contempt arid Fidicble. 
Not Hnguage, but che Titile 6 the beat, þ 
of thEeffeiice'of Ferdytr} God who js 


and perfect mind, 508 f 55 
—— Wot®s Spins is N poco 


ole ex — 2 Hetefore ; 7 
— e m Prayel, dt that ale adbrned 


and *PUMlied by the "ales bf ha unian elo- 
quegee, but that ate adapted to convey the 
feine arid affections 'of pious praying fouls 3 
tid every wife man will p refer that lan uage, 
How plititt and” fitnple fo Fer; 9 1 fle- 
ttates and exeites His Beart,” before 3 a "the 
cdeganer ef ſmooth, flowing, an hatmoni⸗ 
obs periods, which” plete: che falſe taſte of 

eatiour” deficite” Exry;" and” are apt. t 
the tho to edc more to the d 
a 10 che duty, te be Werds more that 
u le "ſenſe; Bor which realot,” the fan- 
bange «nd file of Prayet is the mote im- 


D 2 proper, 
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proper, the more it appears to haye beep 
laboured; „ and your new Prayer: Boo may 
Prove, a gilded Idol, which will, be admired 
and. BT by choſe that uſe it, more than 
the God they profeſs | to wrorſhip. . Marne. 
Natural dana and ſimplicity in divine 
Worlhi p is moſt ſuitable to the Goſpel; 
; which ſimplicity. if we deſtroy by adding to 
it the paint and. patches of bold and. wanton 
fancies, we deſtroy its putity, power power, and 
trueſt beauty. 1 That; way of worſbipw is 
moſt pleaſing, io God, not n we imagine, 
Ig which he chooſes... And, my Country- 
men, may you. ook mare Ae — 
that your, own ſcripture way! is more f ne- 
ceptable ? And is it not 17 4 os for 
you: to adhere to what, ou _ knqw;.Reve- 
lation will vindicate}. _— _ſurely vou, may 
bear with ſome improper expreffions, ore 
ven incongruities of Pd if it hould ſo 
bappen,) if tlie Prayer be. ene, and 
bath ſuch Oratory 15 s the ; Lind God is, pleats 
ed to liſten to, the Otatory. of a warm and 
Tocere heart. Soine; io. St. Augulin's;days 
ridiculed the coarſe, and, uncouth ;Japguagn, 
which, lome of the Biſhops dete 
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het ved in Prayer. — ſaith he, + Let 
G:thein' know, there is no'voice beſides the 
r affection of the ſoul, that reaches the ear 
* f God; and they will not jeer, if per- 
chance they obſerve that ſome of the Bi- 
« ſhops and Miniſters of the Church do call | 
9 upon God with barbariſms or ſoleciſms,” 
that is, with odd and improper ways of 
ſpeaking I For,“ according to C 
dom, God ſeeketh not the eloquence of the N 
az 5 — nor the elegant compoſition of PRE 
« words, but the ee =_ gee” of the 
0 ſoul! * 1 
But, my Friends ah foregoing objection 
is not of your making, whoſe ears, I dare 
fay, have not been diſguſted by any crude 
coneeptions, or low coarſe language, which 
_ Minifters ive uſed” in Khir york | "Your 
'D 3. * Miniſters, 


9 03 T5, 


2h LS - l 10 II | 
0 + Noverint etiam non 3 aures + Dei; 1 
mi affectum ;; ita enim non irridebunt, ſi aliquos antiſtites et 
miniſtros eccleſiae forte animadverterint yel cum barbariſmis, 
vel ſoloeciſmis Deum invocare. el. De catech, rudibus, 
2 15 tom. IV, 

This is another Proof, that le 1 of Prayer were not 
in IN in . n $ = full four hundred Years alter 


"In. def NIE 0 e a lee 
"hy — uyns pay. cha. in Pſal, 8. 
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Mipifters to whom. you give 8 liberal 
Cation, ars trainęd yp to perform the ſolomn 
Ny; — ae ang. .. ro anner, 


Mien ws are obliged to gropter care, mm 
and gircumſpection; and it lies gs 6 weighty 
charge upon their conſcienges, to uſe all pro- 
Per megns to qualify themſelves for doing ha» 
por io a manner of. worſhip, recommended by 
ſhe don of God. Apd.ap wile. man would wiſh 
do be exempted. from, this, as it is gvidept- 
5 a mean of keeping the ſenſe and power 
of Religion. alive in his heart. Nut yet, I ſuſ- 
Pet, t Is here the difficulty lies.“ We gang 
76 not for. haying our raids under ſuch cgn- 
i Mains, always watching over our ſpirits, 


ff enhivgting and guarding a ſerioms frame and 
et praying ing affections.“ What's to be done? 


Why ſurely we ought t to rectify our hearts, 
No" We deſire and inſiſt that you ging up 
** free Prayer, as an improper way of wor- 
i. ſhip, and allow ps to read our Prayers out 
of a Paper or Book. But how van you 

gf vp free Prayer, which ftands upon the 
- firangeſt reaſons, 5 the higheſt authority? 
Your Minifers gan ad thould: —_—_ 4 


18 1 
but the mode cannot be mended, thereford- 
ſhould act be diſcarded. Should you com- 
ply wich this, arc you fure we ſhall ſtop 
here? May we act in time be too indolent 

to fiudy our awn Sermans? I fear we ſhobld, = 
Your Miniſters, for above @ hundred years, 
have ptayed in this manner with the appro» 
bation, and to the advantage of their hear- 


ers, and ſo may your preſent and ſucceding 
Mioiſters, if they give themſehoes to Prayer, 
and Rudy to be goad Afinifters, nouriſhed wp 
is the wordt of Faith and found Doctrine. 
But if any ate not capable of miniſterial 
qualifications, or refuſe ta- acquire them, 
why do they ingage in the miniſtry ?. Os 
what have they to do among you? Le 
N ſome other way. 
There is a Piece, and the only ode vrit- 
ten upon this occefion, in favor of this ne 
ſcheme, by one, though nameleſs, Who 
maſt be a principal leader in it, intitled 4 
Letter to Diſſenting Miniſter, repreſenting 
the oxpediency. of Alated forms of Prayer for 
public Warp we ens: 
| D4. Firſt 


n er of theſes ſheets has been informed, that 
this Letter to a Diſſenting Miniſter, c. is aſcribed to tha 
Reverend Mr. S800 of Wa ron. * 


Lu 1- -:- 
Firſt publiſhed in London 17 53. and again 
in the Country in 1758. This Letter has 
deen anſwered; and ſufficiently confuted by 
the learned Mr. BxzxELL of L1vereoor, * 
and by another hand. As it has been twice 
publiſhed, without any reply to either of 
theſe anſwers, we are left to conclude, that 
the principles upon which the Author and 
his Friends have acted, are contained in this 
Letter, and in their judgment do ſtand good, 
and ſtill remain in their full undiminiſhed 
force. And without doubt, my Friends, they 
would be pleaſed if you alſo were of the 
ſame perſuaſion. But whether this be the 
caſe, you may judge if you pleaſe” to attend 
to the few following refleQions de 1 wo 
OE: VE" enn 
He ſets out thus — << The Feen 1 
« confeſs, which has the greateſt weight 
« with me, and bears hardeſt upon our me- 
«.thod,” (meaning the Diſſenters method of 
Prayer,) * is the tendency it has in general 
etc to deſtroy the very nature of Prayer itſelf, 
« confidered as a direct ſolemn addreſs to, 
* and immediate intercourſe with the Al- 
4 mighty. 
* Under the tile of * Remarks upon a ISP to a Diſs 
„ ſenting Miniſter, &e,” publiſhed in the year 1758. 


ih 1 


4. gt) - (5 4.) That is to fay, the me. 


thod of - praying * among the Diſſſenters, 
conſidefed in general, by whomſoever, or 
in What manner ſoever, it is performed, 
has a tendency to deftroy the very nature 
of it, or to render it no Prayer, no addreſs 
to God no act of ber or communion 
with the Almighty. 6:13 te tert 
This is a moſt bach 150. exngie aſ- 

ſertion;*COnr Lord prayed with his diſci- 
ples, the only Congr gregation he then had 
upon earth, Duke ix. 18, 28. — xi. bo 
Jobn xvii. 1, &c. in Which laſt place, we 
have his Prayer at large, through the whole 
Chapter. r. Now, no man of underſtanding 
can ſuppoſe, that our Lord read his Prayers 
out of a Paper, or a Book; or that he, and 
his Apoſtles after him, prayed otherwiſe 
than in the free and extempore way, the 
ſame, in its general nature and uſe, as free 
Prayer is now uſed. This is allowed by 
the' warmeſt and moſt learned advocates for 
Liturgies; and, I am perſuaded, this Writer 
himſelf is of the ſame opinion. Therefore, 
by common conſent,” it muſt be judged, 

that the ſevere: charge, which he has ad- 
| mn againſt the method of praying among 

| the 


{ $1] 
the Diflenters, and which is the foundation 
of his whole ſcheme, infers the  bigheſt 
diſhonour to our Lord, and his Apalſtles. 
What, could our Lord, or could his Apoſ- 
tles, pray in a method implying the-moſt 
folema mockery towards God, and the 
groſſeſt hypacriſy towards men? In a way, 
which, if this Author knows it, they muſt 
certainly have -khown' it, to have 4 truckncy 
te dg the very nature of Prayer itfalf, 
or to froſtrate the end and defign of that 
ſolemn duty? God forbid, that any on 
ſhould adopt a principle of ſuch impiont 
tendenoy l Or that any honeſt | chriſtian 
ſhould "be deluded by a ſantiment ſo dif- 
bonorable to the bleſſed Redeemer 'of the 
weld-!: And yet this: is the principle, for 
any thing they have told us to the con- 


trary, mon wane: te new heme, en] 
bled. 
By the way, 1 Aids 7 


auch os dilike the made of praying among 
the Diſſenters. They may except againſt 
the manner in which it may bo impraperly 
performed by particular perſons, but againſt 
the mode itſelf, in general. they cannot exe 


18 1 
nee of aur hie ſſa Lord, and of lle 
who certainly prayed in dis m Y 

As this Wolter, by-juſt conſequence, . 
fiems, A thit drithaut ſyt forme, or Lurgtes, 
Prayer Hath a tendeney to deſtroy Iſo, or 
to he no 3 he ſurely raiſes their 
ility a great deal toe Fer thus he 
repreſnts them ab ly neceſſary to 
ſupport the very being of Prayer in ehriſtian 
Aſſemblies. But if this be true, our Lord 
and his inſpired Apoſtles muſt have knew 
t to bs true. And thep, as they were, be- 
yone pute, the beſt qualified, ſo dondtleſy 
they wogld have take bare to have ſap- 
plied us abundantly, aud free from all error 
wo, with that which was necefiary- te 
ſerve the very being of Prayer in « 


Congregations, I mea a Liturgy ; and not 


here lefe!I& 36/be Gege- by 60 bödy Tb 
who,' in remote ages, and at a time when 
they foreſaw the chriſtian teligion would be 
greatly corrupted. | But neither our Lord, 
ave hls Abele, have Teſt d. fuck 4 Li 
_ trgy; as this Author is "for ; 


therefore” he has carried his notiem ef a 
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the Diſſenters, and which is the foundation 
of his whole ſcheme, infers the | bigheſt 
diſhonour to our Lord, and his Apaſtles. 
What, could our Lord, or could his Apoſ- 
tles, pray in a methad implying the moſt 
folemn mockery towards God, and the 
groſſeſt hypocriſy towards men? In'a way, 
which, if this Author knows it, they muſt 


to deſirey the very nature Prayer if 
er to froſtrate the end and deſign of that 
ſolemn duty? God forbid, that any one 
ſhould adopt a ' principle of ſuch impions 
tendeney'! Or that any honeſt | chriſtian 
ſhould be deluded-by a ſentiment. ſo difo 
bonorable to the bleſſed Redeemer 'of the 
werld-1; And pet this: is the principle, for 
any thing they have told us to the con- 
trary, * which: the new ene 15 
bliſhed. - 
By the way, ET . 
ach as dillke the made of praying. cn 


dhe Dillenters. They may except againſt 


the manner in which it may be improper 

pecformed by particular perſans, — 
the mods itſelf, in general, they cannot exe 
* without excepting. ageinſt ow: 


WT - 
nee bf aur hir ſſia Lord, and of his 
who. certainly prayed in chi manger. e. 

As the Wolter, by-juſt —— . 
Gems, 4 tut brithout ſor! foro, or Laurgies, 
«Prayer Hath 4 tendeney to deſtroy leſolf, or 
to he nd Prayer at all,“ ho ſurely raiſes their 
wility.# great deal too Fer thus he 
repreſants them ab ly | neceflary to 
ſupport the very being of Prayer in chciftian 
Aſſembliee. But if this be true, our Lord 
and his inſpired Apoſtles muſt have known 
1 to bs true. And they, as they were, be- 
yond AMpute, the beſt qualified, ſo doubtleſd 
they would have taken bare to have ſup- 
plied us abundantly, aud free from all error 
&rve the very being of Prayer in res wh 
Congregations, I meat a Liturgy ; and not 
have left it to be dene by no body knows 

who, in remote ages, and at a time when 
they foreſa w the chriſtian religion would be 
greatly corrupted. | But neither our Lord, 
ner his Apofiles, have leſt us fuck à Liv 
_ Hirgy; as this Author i contending for; 
therefore he has carried his notion of a 
Lad the boyord voy une oe Lord, 
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or his Apoſtles could havr of it, thad led 
ſay, far: beyond the:truth,-; vointieg whe 
However, to remedy the enen daher 
attending the diſſenting method, he informs 
us, that he collected and put together: form 
of. Prayer. for his gu uſe, with! a defign'to 
introduce - them into  bis.\own Congregation. 
(p. 9, 10, 13.) But upon further : confider- 
ation, he found there ua ſufficient. occafion 
to believe, that the. generality of the Congre⸗ 
gation would be greatly ſeandalized at the at- 
tempt, and bis circumſtances. were; ſuab at 
obliged him in prudence to decline ibe ſebeme; 
and ſo, conſulting with worldly, prudence, 
he went on ſtill praying, as uſual, - in the 
public; Aſſembly in a way, which he was 
conſcious had 4 tendency to deftroy the very 
nature Prayer iti. I wiſh I could re- 
concile this conduct with integrity, How 
| could he in honor perſiſt in uſing a mean 
of divine appointment for the eternal ſal- 
vation of himſelf, and of his Congregation 
in a manner, Which he was perſuaded had 
2 tendeney to render it ineffectual, or rathes 
to annihilate it ? Our glorious firſt Refor⸗ 
mers in England choſe the bittereſt ſuffers 
ings, and moſt cruel death; and the Bar. 

1 


3,& nn 
ame Divines, the Fathers of .the-DiC. 
ſienting Cauſe, reſigned all their Livinge, and 
[caſt themſelves entirely upon Providence, 
kathet/ than violate conſtience, or ſim aghinſt 
God; ri Let mn ſoul jar ever be witb alu fouls 
ef theſe:men..; novel gnol oF navd oven 
to o OWN> Exper jenee :; y have, many 
of you, for a long coutſe of years, attended 
upon the wWerſhip God in diſſenting 
Aſſetublies, and do you find, upon reflection, 
that you) have; been praying all this while 
ina method, , which has a tendency to 
de deſtroy the very nature of Prayer itſelf; - 
and that the donger you have joined im it, the 
more your hearts have heen eſttunged from 
God; os:that:you have leis prayed to God 
in faith and hope, the longer you have ſin- 
_  cerely- endeavoured: to pray to him in this 
Way ? Have your: Prayers, merely by tlie 
uſe of this method, and by nothing elſe, 
at length been rendered a ſolemn mockery 
of God and wholly: infignificant to your 
ſelyes ? On the conttary, are you not con 
ſeious, chat the more you have attended to 
his way oft praying; the more you have 
bed ER 


[ 62 1 
he linproverd in ti love of Bod wid 
every pliridian diſpoſition ; the more =- 
Pla, ehe more ſct ioo, and (the mare Kew 
voi minded you have been ? 'WHho then 
dam have the affarance. to afſſrm „that you 
, have been ſo long praying in 4 method, 
bhi (546 4 tundendy ee deſtroy" tis very 
any of Proyer 22002,” or. mn 
Yau fiave neighbourd alt bend, bo er. 
Sp Gti in the method this perfoti i” c- 
thcding fer. Det it ape, that they 
date much tilghiet .veliſh.' of: Sickual 
things, or A 8 ante of God 
— ad 200%, $106, 
n 3 among gov of the 
th nioſt- 995 x rs in 
the gift and pirit f Prayer, wwhio by 
Fuvor of cheit idbrations; de | iſe the 
beats of chunlandt chat "Joined tent, to 
the theotm of grade; nd can you-beliove 
thas ech een aid * hyp 
Neligian.'in- the: arts of in hang, eher 
sold or wouldbpray i — 
vai 4 


1 6 } 
bad a tendeney to fruſtrate alf the important 
ends and 


of it? If not, can you 
_ think thofe deſerving of any regard who can 
Ininuste fach a vile reflection? Or that 
ſchetne worthy of encouragement, which ts 
only fupported by a ſentiment ſo falſe and 
groundleſs? | 


It is alſo intimated, that you are 700 aft. 


to" look þ 4 Prayer as "the Malers buſieſt, 
and not lu cun 


nfider it fo much as you ſhould do, 
as'a dl in which you yourfelves ure equally 
| ed." (p. 4.) Bur 1 is this true? Here. 
again you are to anfwer for yourſelves. Are 
you | indeed fo ignorant or ſo careleſs, that 
you de not know ot do not confider that 
the Miniſter is the mouth of the while 
Congregation, and that all preſent ſhould 
join him in Prayer, and lift up their hearts 
15 God. a well as he? I cannot entertain 

an opinion of you fo mean and diſparaging, - 
Bat he fancies, © that a Diſſenting 50 | 
i would turn much to the advant 


e ſenters,” As how ? Why, many ſerious. and 

Senfble trople, 20ho think. there are very ju 

exceptions againſt many parts of their Full 
ce, and find ſo little diſpoſition in rhein 


Governors 


1 64 9 
Governors to make, am alterations, however 
regſonabhe, might very gladiy come (over #0-us 
if 7h ey could once ſee. us making uſe of a_Li- 
turgy,1 in which they could join with, greater 
ali faction. (p. 12.) But can we be ſo.vain 


das t imagine that any Liturgy we can com- 
pile will ingage the attention and lice of 
Church-men? At beſt, it will be but a Breſ- 
byterian Liturgy, and that alone. with the 
generality. will ſink. it into contempt- der 
A. Preſbyterian Liturgy, drawn up by g 
Fei. obſcure . inferior, hands, . the implement 
a Convehticle, without the ſanctipn af 
bie authority, can have no great effect 
_— our Brethren, of the Church of En- 
land. But inſtead, of Jſofteningy;, (px 120 
0. certain] y heighten, old, preiudices, hen 
We appear to, be ſuch lf. ante al 
way-ward mortals, t is even. wh EN we, 4 
convinced of the uti of. Liturgie 
we refuſe to accept e "Which, Wa 50 
Way, may poſlibly, i in ſo fo me Fane \ 


J $4 110 wy * x 


Nate of public affairs, give, the e enemifs of 
Telig ious "liberty a  bhagdle | and l 15 
— to pany upon ust thei ms, by 


eir 00 05 
pere methods 1 perſecy tioh, or his 95 99 


n 1 dd dt 
ſerves to be conſidered, 
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80 nt if this Lettet Writer” wants to 


"Profelytes,” it is plain, | in the © Ny e of the Me- 
thodiſts, that free Prayer, is the more, .ſuc- 


ceſsful Way. If their Preachers (though pr 


feſſed Churchmen) had read their Prayers, 


they would have made no great impreſſions; 
but in the uſe of free Prayer they have 
drawn conſiderable numbers out of the 
Church, and ſettled them in Congregations 


all over the land. For one Churchman this 


Author will bring over to the Difſenters by 
his Liturgy, the Methodiſts, | I will venture 
to ſay, have brought over a bundred, if not 
2M z thouſand, in the uſe of free Prayer. 1 p 
Again; he imagines a common  Prayer- 
Book among us, might belp forward by de- 
grees a reform 1 in the ſervice of the National 
Church: (p. 13.) Indeed! Can we be ſo pre- 
ſumptuous as to flatter ourſelves, that the 
luſtre of our example, or the excellency of 
any Liturgy we can compile, will have force 
enough to influence the judgment, or excite 
the emulation of the Governors of the 


Church, to whom - the matter belongs, and 


mnduce them to reform their Service- Book, 
when of late they have not thought fit to 
1 the Addreffes of fome. of the beſt 
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Diſſenters. On the cantrary, Lam confi- 


( 6 } 

and wiſeſt amon ir own Clergy ?. Some 

11 but rn pe or 
would they like, that we ſhould. be the Re- 
formers? It muſt be a very extrgordinary q 
juncture, and ſoch as, in the common coutſe 
of things, can never with any probability be 
exgected, when the Church will condg- 
ſcend. to be directed or influenced by the 


dent that 1 any thiog in a reformed Litur- 
chould be copied from, or framed agre- 


; 7 to the practice of Diſſenters, it would 


raiſe in the Nation a general Aeekcher 
and prejudice againſt . it. No. I cannot ſee 
in any ſhage of view how we can be aſſiſt- 
108 in t. this In truth they do not 


C 
Want our vl if they. Were inclined 


to accept i it. There are, 20d Ne . hope 


Will always be, men in the Church of Eu- 


fe of good ag Taos, oY. piety, 


Tofficient for this work, wh WOT a fayora- 


ble time for 1 it accurs. Nor ſhoul d. wye buſy 


pigs In a Kale of | 5 5 9 55 3 hich 
ed. It iy 
vith g 


a. 0 10 [ Gorman top, bow 


much 


. 
,miweh Heyer it may be our Hatural riot, 


And in the uſe of this privilege, it becomes 
us ipeaceably and modeſtly to worſhip God 
Ancerely in our own approved mode, leav- 
ing aur Superiors to follow theit own judg- 
ment, and take their own time and mea- 
ſures in reforming the eſtabliſhed worſhip; 
Which as we injoy liberty for our own, af. 
fects not us, but only with reſpect to ſome 
temporal emoluments which we may well 
ſpate, and in the hope © of eternal we; chears 
2007 relign®. 
Doth this Writer at his Friends ex- 
pect that any common Prayer-Book they 
have drawn or can draw up, will meet with 
ready and univerſal acceptance among the 
Diſſenters, even of their own Denomination ! ? 
$0 his way of arguing ſcems to imply. But 
the Diſſenters are a free people, ſtrongly te- 
nacious of both their civil, and ef; pecially 
of their religious liberties. In matters of | 
Religion, it is their avowed principle, which 
' they have long and bravely maintained, to 
ſubmit to no authority but what is divine 
8 — after ſeveral hard ſtruggles, they at laſt 


E 2 prevailed 
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> bo LR 


* 10 a  faller conturatin of this 8 foe Mr, Bus- 
xELL's Remarks before mentioned, 
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prevailed with the Government to grant 
them liberty to worſhip God agreably to that 
moſt juſt principle. And can theſe Reform- 
ers be ſo ridiculouſly abſurd as to imagine 
the Diſſenters will admit a Liturgy compo- 
ſed and offered by a feœ inconſiderable men? 
So various are the religious ſentiments of 
men, or ſuch is the nature of a Liturgy, 


| that no Liturgy can be eſtabliſhed, as a com- 


mon form of worſhip in a Nation, without 


| the authority and ſanction of the ſupreme 


governing Powers in that Nation. Shall a 
few Miniſters, pretend to make a Liturgy of 


| their own compiling, current through any 


body of men now in England, where they 
have neither. authority to -inforce;, nor pre- 
muſt be a naked defenceleſs thing, —— ; 
to all manner of cenſure, ridicule, and bot 
tempft. 

« But, it may he bad, it will make 15 
60 way to eſteem and regard by its own in- 
« trinſie excellence and perfection. Small 
hopes of tbat. No human wiſdom, I pre- 
ſume, can frame any thing of this kind, 


which will ſuit every Judgment and every 


conſcience. Something in the opinion of 


„ 
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dine Ts will always be offenſive and 
crroneous, ſomething defictent, ſotnethipg 
4 redundant and where every body is free 
and inclined to judge, cavilling, objecting, 
finding fault, and condemning wWill be very 
*ealys if vat very pleaſing work, Private 
judgment and conſcience are ſo nearly con 
nected. with a Liturgy, that the beſt that can 
be formed by the ſxill of man, could not be 
able to ſupport itſelf, unleſs firmly upheld by 
the bigheſt authority that can be iogaged. 
1 Perhaps, by proper management i it may 
et be ioſinuated by degrees into diſſenting 
** Congregations.” This doubtleſs will be at- 


= tempted; by all the arts of addreſs and per- f 


ſwaſion; and of this, my Countrymen, you 
ought to be well aware. For conſider what 
will be the conſequence. The ſame ſpirit 
which has taken it into one Aſſembly, "wilt 
be for - thruſting it into othets. Some may 
approve, others diſapprove, ſome may-ac- 
cept, others reject, for it cannot be ſuppoſed | 
that all in any Congregation will at once, 
without teluctance, give up their uſual al 
_ method of worſhiip. Hens 4. 
ill. ede e 301 angabe! 


cot Rome the patience and policy ed bos od of _ 


| years before its Liturgy could be univerſally TEN or ce 
ſtabliſhed, 


. 


4% fe 
trary to the ſpirit, anll doctrinb of Chrigia.. 
nity ; and muſt inſer much ſih and puilt, ii 

which the fieſt authors will-be/ch6ft ep 


* Hated forme; but; Ki 


| enters chooſe their preſent way of wor 
2 wo and oy ay: od want They 


15 20 1 
e will 1 es 
igto chtiſtian Sctieties and Families, unk 
_ 4” among thoſe who: are How at 

Chriſtian Gongregationt wilt be di- 
W and brokem ; harm and 
ſtroyed, 'Fhis you; know js c 


involved, 7 ny N eee 
The Sooteh people! choſe ts pray withour 

ng:Charles I; and Archi- 

Biſhop' Lau were determined-:t6'- make 


them read their Prayers out of a: Eng of 
common Prayer: Book prepared for ther 


The Scots. fefuſed. Twice the King ld 


an army into. Scolland to force rhoit edmpli. 
aue, but to nd effect. Hence, as from the 


original four. Lapprehend; proceeded. al 


dhe following. battles and bloodſhed all the 
| Vidleves, revages, gad diſopders in thy Ayu 


War. 


i quanels breed the Moll a 


I, and of the worſt- kind. The Dif 


. 9 WR P..1 | Share: chooſe 
1 ter Canyon fy, 


4 


4 
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* 


Abe i uf . is {6"g6od; 
= Wife a6 t6%Ibvr K. TRY are re al peace | 
mong 6g thehnfefves, att wh fix , 
| hai; owtt way of 'worthi bipe And it is, in 
this” mütürg- of things, itnpoffible that 5 
fidina* bo bfbögl t ifitd an Wecken "withot 
Vreaki dg peate;,” 175 introducing diſcord, a nd 
* wild of cbilb atnöfig n Abd ht 
thär wiſely reflects, would choolfe t have Fi 
Hand it, of an wiys to'exicoutige a ſcheme, 
Which is mhariifeſfly 25 fach pernicious teu 
deny? Thetefbte, my Friends,” Litern : 
aid reſolutely g mm your peace ant comfort, 
aþalrift' all dtn thät Would defttöy 
them. "They tHat wöuld break in upon you 
trinuility; thanks be to God, Baye nd power! 
ovet you, but What you yburlelve give 
thei. 'Be Rfat, 100 you are inn Yan 2 
oh e e e "$9017 5 22097 
” Thets is another thing, ny Friends, you” 
ought to be ApPrized of, and it is this. Tut 
A Eiturgy: both wilt relpert to thoſe thit” 
compile, and to thoſe that uſe it, implies * 
 cdnfeſſion © of Faith and this; in reg 
both to what is, and to What is not thefem 
_expreſſct: People pray as they believe The 
Pu of Cs -- Gs — 


Fay. 
. implcd they are. ATI believe. 
Such A Are n and by others received, 
they s are judge 1 Jiſbelieve, ad reject. Re- 
Ii gious know! ge is in, a progrefhve. ſtate, 
aha has been, lo, at leaſt, ever. lince the. Re-, 
formation. . ö bY is not therefore : poſſible, that 
the wileſt men, in our. days, ſhould form 
Liturgy abſolutely and immutably perlect, 
w ich ſhall. never want any amendments, or 
alte rations ;. becauſe, as, in Procels, c of. time 
new. evidence ariſes, religious ſentiments, 
ought t to e „What is found to be true, we. 
are hound, to embrace, and. to diſcard, what. 
is diſcovered, to be falſe. This will prove. a. 
| — 1 ere to your new. Liturgy, as, 
people, may. be led to go on praying by it. 
When their better informed underſtandings 
and gonſcjences may tell them, that it ex- 
preſſes a wrong faith, or corrupt doctrine, 
of, ds f ſilent upon. ſome article, which now 
appears to be true, and well grounded, and, 
therefore, qught to be taken into Your, devo- 
| ties. {1 910 1601 Scl: 07 Dat oli 1005 
t What js: to be done in this caſeꝰ i had it 
fiom a principal hand in the affair, , (That 
it vas propdſed to have a meeting of Mini · 
'  ſtaraguery — retiew and: ad- 
\L | ST "my * 


1 


130-1 
0 juſt the orthodoxy of the new Liturgy, 
4,264 to reform -aniy:' faults; ithereing; that, 
might: from time to time appear.” This 


would do once for all, in the hands of 
perſons inſpired and infallible; but, as things 
nod ate, it will he directly to ſet up an eccles: 
ſiaſticab juriſdiction among you, over under- 
ſtanding and conſeience, lodged in the hands 
of fallible men. [Therefore how well o- 
ever this may ſuit the ambition of innovatots, 
yourcannot:but be ſenſible it will ſubjoct you, 
ſhould you conſent to it, to an intolerable 
yoke af bondage. A 'Septennial'Synod of fal- 
lible Miniſters will receive from you, or aſ - 
ſume to themſelves, authority to fit as judges, 
to determine and ſettle for you matters of 

faith, doctrine; and worſhip. How do you 
reliſh this? Can you digeſt it ? It is the na- 
tural i reſult of this wild ſcheme. You muſt 
either incur the danger of uſing a cortupt 
Liturgy; or conſent to'eſtabliſh ſome: autho · 
rity to reviſe and correct it, as the caſe may 
require. This is directly contrary to your 
, own principles, and to that freedom from hu- 
man impoſitions which, as .chriſtians; you 
are bound in conſcience to diſdain and reject; 
and may, in time, bring an ſetvitude | 
905 to 


| 


liberty wilt be endangered! [Andbcam you) at 


| 

| 

; 

| 

| 

| 

| 
3 
langt 
| 


ſun meer ſo low, as to wealth and numbers; : 
I beg;you 


L x] 


| mne md extravagant'a tyvamey ab 


over appeared in the ehriſtian Charcly, Not 


to inſiſt, that it is ĩmpoſſible you? hd 
_ foreſee: how this reviſab'of your Lhurgy 


will be performed; whidther' fur the bet 
ter. or for the wotſd ; whether peaceably, 
or, (as is too common in ſuch caſes)j conten« 
tiouſly and tumultuouſty; whether fairly 
and itnpartially, or, (Wich is mot pio · 


able) by the arts and prevalence of a pi 


The caſe therefore, my dear Cbuntrymen; 
in every view; is very plain; yo ought per. 
eriptdꝛ iy ati vigorouſly to-withiftantb this 
uſurpation, and to cruth it im its! infancy. 
If Diſſenters ſubtnit td ſacbh a ſcheme;! their 


iv facrifide religious liberty, toi tlie fin- 
ciestof a few weak imudieious perſons? Or 
phy that ſubmiſfioir ta them, which you lde. 
ny to the Government: For ſhame Surely, 


you cannot you! wilb not. If your cauſe is 


would inviolably maintain the ho- 


nor of it. Fob read ii your Aſſeaiblies the . 

pute word of God, , your Miniſters; t6 the 
ben ß tts atiülten, inttruct and prapaccotds: 
hs rule. 5 to thattrule 


l FF] 

your ſinoerely:indeavour to fort! your relig. 
dus ſemimonts, leaving fiodcr' falow:chrilti- | 
ant porſectly ſtee te do the farne, - and Hong 
wirlpthetn im peace, and In All offices of love' 
and goodneſs, though they may happen, in 
ſoms thingy/to'differ- from̃ you im judgment. 
Thus you improve i knowledge and piety, 
faith and charity. And What would' you! 
have more? You pray, as from the begining 
of the world; for: abeut two thouſand five 
hundcedi years, the Patriatehs prayed, thoſe 
ancient favorites of heaven, ſuch-as, Ensch, 

Noah) Abraum; yd pray, as our bleffed' 
Bord prayed z you pray, as the holy ſervants 
df God the Prophets and ApoRles; aud the! 
noble company of Martyrs: prayed. I may 
add, you pray, as Angels would pray, ſdald 
they camogoyn' . eee in * Aﬀetis: 
lis. : 

It is impoſſible yol ſhould, io this e 
ect ſtate, riſe to a higher degree of: perfer-- 
tion. Therefore keep, as you are, and de 
not ſyffer yourſelves to be unbifiged and difs- 
tracted by/any.new-fapgled devices; which, 
however they may ſhine in the weak, invagh- 
: nations uf the inventors, cannot put yd int 


4 bor: way; but will certainly miſſcad you! 
Mo - 
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into a much worſe. And —_ you may 
be cenſured. as a ,,, obftinate, and wayward 


people, for diſſenting from the ' Eſtabliſh- 
ment, I hope, you will not incur that cha- 
racter by diſſenting from theſe" inhovatars.. 


| Therefore; it is your wiſdom to adhere ſtea- 


dily to your own approved way, and to re- 
pel erw * pte to ——— 
ſuppreſs it. een vs 

And can 4 tell me, 6 Friends, d 
theſe things will end? If you come into one 
ſcheme, are you ſure you all not be drawn: 
into another? In my, own thoughts, I\put. 
it down for certain that you will. If once 
you deſert.' your ſcripture-principles, and 
give into the inventions of buſy heads, 


| you may be left to wander and loſe yours 


ſelves in the devious paths of the vaineſt ima- 
ginations. Some things have already | been 
moved, and others will follow, as ignorance, 
vanity, aſſurance, a luſt of power, love of 


novelty, an averſion to ſtudy and labor, a 
diſregard to ſcripture-principles, a contempt 


of | Goſpel-ſimplicity, an undetvaluance of 
the Diſſenting· intereſt; and ſuch like quali- 
ties (Which will, flouriſb greatly under _ 
Fara 'of your indulgence) ſhall' diftate. 

No : | 'Your 


[. 77 Ws 

Your Ocdinations have already been bold 
| 4 attacked, though nothing is done, or te- 
quired in them, but What is very agreable 
to the nature of the ſolemnity, . That 
the Candidate give ſome ſpecimen of his 
learning and abilities, that he declare his be- 
lief in, and aſſent to, the Scriptures, as a divine 
Revelation, his profeſſion of his ſincerity i in 
undertaking the work, and his reſolution to 
be faithful in diſcharging it; and then he is 
ſet apart to it, by Prayer, and laying on of 
hands But this may imply a more ſtrict 
and ſerious regard to the ſeveral parts of the 
miniſterial office, than ſome Miniſters chooſe 
to ſubmit to, who love to breathe in a free 
air, and may. not care to be tied up to that 
holy temper and conduct, that vigilance and 
ſelf-denial,” that integrity and ardent deſire 
to ſave ſouls, which the Apoſtles require 1 in 
the character of a Miniſter, | 

' Baptiſm, by a ftrange liberty, has alſo 
been changed into the dedication of children, 
in one inſtance, at leaſt, where an Infant was 
only dedicated to God, but not baptized i in 
the name of the Father; Son, and holy 
Spirit. This practice has a direct tendency, 
to diffolve, in the thoughts of chriſtians, the 
eſſen- 


— ũſ— — a — — — m 
* 


Ja will on come to this, that geud Mas 
reality is good Chriſianity. Double ſo it 


ET: ao 
eſſential connection between Baptiſm and 
Baptiſm is the memorial, ſigo, token or 
tel, moſt properly confirming and aſſuring 
LI Infant baptized, and the reſt of the 
amily, all the unſpeakably great bleflings af 
the Goſpel, as they are freely given to ws 
of God in Chriſt: and ſo all the copafout 
end encouragement to a pious life, -whiah 
this Ordinance in ſucceeding generations is 


intended to inſpire, will be loſt to you and 


Fours, and ſunk into utter ablivion. Yaur 


| Ehildrep will be dedicated 10 God, but you 
Wall not ſee the leaſt glimpſe of the glory 


of divine grace, which: God. has appointed 
to ſhine upon them in this very atis and 
comfortable Inſtitution, | 

The Covenant, or free. grant f bleflings 
jp Chriſt, the ground of the whale chriſti- 
an faith, life and hopes, . which ſeems at 


| preſent to be little underſtood or regarded, 
. wal periſh out of your thoughts, and you 


Hill fink nearer to the ſtate of weer Dan. 
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y oge half. The, peculiar Frigcigle gad 
Doctrines of the. Geſpel ſoar yaſtiy above 
any ching rhe wiſeſt Hegthens goyid poſſibly 
know:; changh ſome of them taught and 
Cem to hate practiſed very good Morality, 
But chriſtian Marglity ſtands. upon much 
nobler and far more ſublime principles and 
matives, and be. who would teach it ought 
to underſtand the whole counſel of God, 
telating to our redemption and falyation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, as delivered to us in reyelation.. 
T be following paſlages, with many others 
in the Apoſtolic Writings, contain ſenti- 
ments vaſtly ſuperior to the utmoſt efforts 
of human Reaſon. (a) Ged ſo laved the world, 
bat be gave his only begotten Sen, that aubo- 
euer Þelieveth on him ſhauld not periſb, but 
have everlaſting hfe. — (b) He beth wage us 
Akcepted in the beloved; in avhor we hape rer 
demption through bis bleog, the forgivencſs of 
fits, - according to the riches of bis grace 
\apherein be bath abounded tomardt us in all. 
ahn and grudente. de) Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Faithful witneſs, the firſt begotten of the dead, 
a 1 4 4 the wes f 1 ee bath - 


on k 6 7,8. . wok 


WP | 80 1 | 5 
f ; loved: us. and waſted, us from al EM his 
"0707 bliol; arid bath made us Kings and Pri 
unto God and bis Pather, — td) ei ate; not 
your oπνn. for ye are "bought with a price, 
therefore gurißß. God in your body, and in 
7 ſpirit -which are God. — (e) I beſeech 
you, by tbe mercies of God, that ye Preſent 
your | bodies a living Jattifice unto God. 
(f) He 7s @  mertiful and faithful Higb- 
'Prieft in things pertaining to God, to make 
atonement- for the ſins of the people; and is a- 
ble to ſave; to the uttermoſt, thoſe that come unto 
God by bim, ſeeing he ever liveth to nate in- 
terceffion for tbem.— ( g) God has given to us 
| eternal life, and this life is in bis Son. (b) 
Igive unto mine eternal life, and I will raiſe 
them up again at the laſt day. — (i) N are 
dead, and your life is bid with Cbriſt in God, 
That when Chriſt who is your Ii fe ſhall appear, 
ye alſo" may appear with bim in glory} == {k) 
God bath choſen us in him before the founda- 
tion of tbe world; that we ſhould be boly and 
without blame before 2000 in e - 0: = . 
\Y are 
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(d) 1 Cor. vi. 20. (e) Rom. xii. 1. (1) Heb. ! ii. 17. 
vii. 25. (g) 1 John v. 11. (h) John x. 28. (i) Col. iii. 3. 
n 


+” SA 2 
2 * <8} 81 


** 


=o 


tn 1 


r e boſon Generation, à roa Priefibud, 


2 bo Nation, a peculiar People, that ye ou, 


rw forth the praiſes of bim who bath called 
yu out of darkneſs into bis wonderful light. 


=» He bath called us to bis kingdom and glo- 
7. tm) Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 
be called the children of God. — (n) And if 


 thildren, then beirs, beirs of God, and Joint 


_. beirs with Chrift. — (o) He hath quickened us 


together and made us fit together with Chriſt, 
in beaventy places. — (p) Becauſe ye are ſons, 
God hath ſent forth the Spirit of hit Son into 


your  bearts, crying Abba, Father. — (q) 


W bereby are given unto us exceeding great and 


precious promiſes, that by theſe ye might be 
 partakers of a divine nature. — (t) Now the 
Gad of bope fill you with all j9 and peace in 


believing, that ye may abound in hope, through 


the power of the boly Spirit. He that clays 
ly underſtands, and is duely affected with the 


Doctrines couched in theſe texts and others 


6 of the ſame fort, is an able Miniſter of the 


F nem 
(a 1 John iii. 2 (n) Rome, vill: 17. 


(0) Eph. ii. 5, 6. p) Gal. iv. 6. 
Y Pet. i. 4. (r) Rom. xv. 13. | 
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neu Covenant, and a faithful Neword of the 
myſteries of God, Happy is ſuch a one in 

his imployment, as a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel, whereby he js obliged to the daily ſtu- 
dy of ſuch noble ſubjects; happy in the 
ſolid comfort and ſatisfaction of mind, which 
vaturally reſult from principles ſo divine and 
heavenly, and from a conſtant ſerious. en- 
deavor to communicate the knowlege 
and power of them to others; and though 
his circumſtances in this world ſhould be 
but of the lower kind, at the coming of 
our Lord, he will be happy, rich and ho- 
norable, beyond expreſſion for .evermore. 
But how will they appear in that day, who 
profeffing to be Miniſters of Chriſt, yet 
have not been conſcientiouſly ſtudious to 
gain the cleareſt and moſt extenſive know- ; 
lege from the divine Oracles of the Doc- 
trines which he has: there delivered to us? 

What remains, my dear Countrymen, is 
humbly to requeſt your favorable acceptance 
of my honeſt endeavors to ſerve you in- this 
affair, which I reckon is of very great im- 
portance. I was born, and received the firſt 
rudiments of learning among you. This is 

; v4.26 2} G2, # my 
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my native Country; but the Providence of 
God ſo ſoon cartjed me into remoter parts, 
and ſo long detained me there, that I am: 
now returned in thè capacity of a ſtranger, 
which by the laws of humanity pleads for 
kind and tender regard. And Jam come 
not with any ſelfiſh or ſiniſter views, but 
with a ſincere and diſintereſted defire to do 
you ſervice in the Goſpel of Chriſt, by com- 
municating to young Students that know-- 
lege in the holy Scriptures, which I may c 
have acquired by a/ long courſe af thought, 
and the moſt impartial inquiry. It has been 
a great advantage to my uſefulneſs, which 1 
reflect upon with thankfulneſs and pleaſure, 
that in every other ſituation, I have lived 
in peace, honor and eſteem, with perſons 
of the beſt ſenſe and fortunes; eſpecially in 
my laſt ſituation, . which 1 could not but 
leave with reluctance, and from which no- 
thing could have drawn me, but a ſenſe of 
duty fo God. And now I have conſecrated 
my ripeſt, though declining years, to the 
ſervice of true Religion among you, which 
(upon the moſt juſt and catholic principles) 
as God ſhall enable me, I will labor to 
promote 


FF 4. 
promatse. to the end of my days. I hope 
you will permit me to lay ſome claim to 
your patronage and encouragement. | 

4. moſt beartily wiſh, that the Goſpel 
May always ſhine among you in all its 
heavenly: ſplendor ; that it may reign in 
Jour hearts, and in the hearts of our 
Miniſters 3 and that in the light thereof you 
may wolk in all holineſs and purity, in love 
and goodneſs, in comfort and joy in the 


haly, 2 to Ne life, through Jeſas 
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